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TO THE RIGHT 


HONOVRABLE 


KAaTHERINE, Ladies 
STANHOPE Dowager. 


The Author wiſheth, as well the Graces _——_ N 
as the Bleſſings temporall of this life, andthe 


Glories ere of the life ro come. 


MSSY Od Madan, ' I ſhould bee very in- 
WEE grateful, if I ſhould not dedicate 
2g the firſt frutts of any publike labour 
(SIN) (2c of mine, bow great or ſmall ſoever, 
&Y © SS, | +. unto ſome of your Noble Famly : 
| Pe fm whence I have received, not 
onely the firſt, but all the fruits of my preſent mainte- 
nance in the world, Ang among#t theſe that doe now ſur- 
PIve, there 18 none can challenge ſo great an mtereſt as 


your Honour : not onely, as you are the preſent Patro- 


neſſe of my Lying ; but in many other perſonall and 
particular reſpetts ; by which I, and mine, ſtand more 
obliged to your Ladiſvip, than to any others, May you 


therefore pleaſe to accept of this poore paper preſent : not 
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OD m——— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
as a ſatisfattion, but an acknowledgement onely, of my 
ſo many great engagements : And withall to let it paſſe 

. wnder your Honourable Name and countenance unto the 
1 world: it ſhall much more increaſe my debt unto you : 
which ſeeing 1 ſhall have no better meanes and opports- 
nities to pay, 1 doe hereby promiſe that the failings 
and defictencies thereof, ſhall be ſupplied with prayers, 
| for the health and happineſſe, not of your ſelfe alone but 
| , of all your noble iſſue alſo fogether with the reſt of your 
Family, by him that truly honoureth, and faithfully 
ſerveth your Ladifhip in the Lord : 


Ionn Crompe. 


APOSTLES 
CREED 


Os —_ ————_— 


I beleeye in God the Father Almightte, «Maker of 
Heaven and Earth, &c. 


> His Creed, or Summe of Chriſtian Beleefe, is 
commonly called and knowne by the name of 
re ffirmerh, ' made and peter 
tiquitie a © was 
—_ by the rwelve Apoſtles themſelves, to 
contiaue and abide as a fare rule of faith, to 
be derived and - conveyed to all pofteritie 
thorowout the Chriſtian world, in after 
ages, C hended according to their 
Apoſtolicall number in twelve ——_ and called the Creed, or Be- 
lecfe, becauſe thereby all true Beleevers ſhould be guided and dire- 
Cted, how ro continne and remaine in the Catholike Lnitie and Ve= 
ritie: And withall, enabled to convince and reprove all herericall pra- 
vicie and falſhood, thar ſhould afterward ſpring up and ariſe in the 
Church of God ; cither by the ſubciltie and malice of the Devill, or 
the weaknefſe and wickedoefſe of man. 


Ic is derived and delivered unto us by our Anceſtours and Fore. 57-737, 


fathers of the Church (faich $. Augvſtine) that after the Aſcenfion of 
L -, out 


Au ffinns. 


Exſedins. 
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our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt unto his Father in Heaven : when 
as by the comming ot the Holy Ghoſt, tis Diſciples were fo inſpired 
and inflamed, as that they ſpake to all nations in their owne proper 
and peculiar rongues and languages : and fo httedand prepared, were 
ſhortly rodepart one from another, to preach the Goſpell and Word 
of God in all coaſts and countries of the world : Norman prinus ſibi 
future predicationu in commune ſtatuerunt, &c. They concluded firlt be- 
tweene themſelves, ro ſer downe ſuch an order and rule of their after- 
preaching, that when they were locally ſeparated and divided one 
trom theother, they might nor preach a divers and different doftrine 
one to another, to thoſe that they ſhould invite and call co the faith of 
Chriſt. All therefore being met & pliced zogerher,and filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, after conference had, everie one delivered his opinion 
of what hee thought fitting, as neceffarie to be the ſubje&t of their 
preaching to the Church and people of God. And having concluded 
upon ir, this they appoint to remaine, asa rule of faith and beleefe,and 
even Summa credendorum; as the ſumme and ſubſtance of Chriſtian Do- 
frrine to all Beleevers for ever after : So far S. Auguſtine, 

For as they wereall of one heart and of one ſoule, Ar 4.32. fo 
they would manifeſt unto the univerſall world, that they were of one 
fairh and belecfe roo. Not like the Szelle erratice, the wandring Stars, 
ioſtable Humoriſts, and giddie beaded Novelliſts of our times, thar 
having one Catholike and Orthodoxall Religion eſtabliſhed in our 
old England (for which wee are ever bound to bleſſe and praiſe the ho- 
ly name of God)yer muſt run into a New England, to ereCt and ſetup 
another ; na» twentie other : For, Owot homines, tot ſententie ; Looke 
how many men there are (eſpecially that rake themſelves to be Lea- 
ders and Maſters among them) ſo many minds they are of, as one a 
Brownift, another a Familiſt, achird an Anabapriſt, and all Separa- 
tiſts from rhe true Church of God, Bur the holy Apoſtles, though 
(according te their charge given them by their Maſter, our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, XZatth.23.9.) they went co all nations, preach- 
ing and teaching the word of God : as S. Aatthew to Frhiopia 
S. Markthe Evangeliſt ro Egypr,Lybia, and the Africans thereabours, 
S. Famer to Spaine ; S. Andrew to Thracia, and Scythia Europa ; 
Philip to Scyrhia Aftatica ; Bartholomew to Armenia, and the hither 
parts of India ; Thomas to Media, Parthia, Perſia, and (as ſome fay) ro 
the Brackmannes and the BaCtrians, and the fartheſt parts of India 
Tobn the Evangeliſt to Aſia; S. Peter to Pontus, Galatia, Byrhinia,Cap» 
Padocia ; S. Paw] ro all the countries interjacent and lying betweene 
Jerufalem 
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Jeruſalem and Illyricum ; and laſtly, Joe of Arimathea (as ſome)Jbur 
as Nicephorus, Simon Z:lotes, to onr Bririſh Ile : yer they ſpake and prea- 
ched (11, but wm & idem, one and the fame veritie in unitie, in how 
many diff. rent, and how farre diſtant regions ſoever they became. 
Thereby giving the world to underſtand,that there is,or at leaſt oughe 
to be, buc one faith, bur one religion, not onely thoroughour all the 
countries z bur alſo rhoroughour all the ages of the world, which is 
therefore called Fides Catholics, the Catholike Faich and Religion, 
becauſe of the univerſalicie of it inall places and at all times. For, 14 
vere Catholicum, quod uhique,qued ſemper, quod ab omnibus creditum et : 


faith Vincentins Lirinenſis ; That onely is truly Catholike, which all © 3- 


places andall perſons have receivedand beleeved with full and unani- 
mous conſent in all times. And therefore the Apoſtle faith ; There is 
but one faith, Epbeſ.4.5, and that one faith is the ground and founda- 
tion bur of one religion. Fortrue religion was never bur one, Se 
eadem , alwayes the ſame from the beginning of the world till our 
dayes: and ſo muſt and ſhall continue trom henceforth till che end of 
the world againe. In ſo much as all our fore-fathers, Adem, Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, Iſzae, Tacob : or in more generall termes, all the Pa- 
rriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, Confefſours, Profeſſours and 
Beleevers, as well under the Law as Goſpell ; as well in formerasin 
our times, have and muſt all be ſaved by one and the ſelfe fame faith; 
yea, in one and the ſelfe ſame religion ; howſoever in forme and man- 
ner ſome wayes and at ſome times in ſhew different: yer in ſubſtance 
ſtill one and the ſame. | 
As for example: There is onely this difference berwixt the true 

Beleevers before Chriſt his comming and ſince : Quodills crediderwnt in 
Chriſtum promifſum ; nos mn Chriſluys exbibitum : They beleeved in 
Chriſt promiſed, and as yet to come ; wee in Chriſt exhibiced and 
come. And I beleeve it will be no hard matter to prove our of the 
Bookes of the Old Teftament, that Gods children in the time of the 
Law, did beleeveallche Articles of this our Apoſtles Creed as well as 
we, with this diſtinCtion of preſent and to come; though darkly and 
obſcurely : becauſe, YVmbram tantum fiturorum babebat Lex : The Law 
had onely the ſhadow of chings tro come; faith the Apolile, Heb. 10.1, 
The prootes which I ſhall ferch from the Old Teſtament, in the proſe- 
cution of chis ſubj<&t,for che confirmation of each ſeverall article, will 
manifeſt and declare as much. Inrthe meane time take notice firſt of rhe 
unirie and accord of the holy Apoſtles, in framing this Summe and 
Symbole of their Chriſtian Faich and Beleefe. letall crue Chri- 
B 2 
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ſtians, bur eſpecially cheir ſacceſſours, in any the leaſt Minifteriall 
FunCtion, learne by their example, to leave all civil], uncivill jarres 
and contentions in matters ot DoCtrine, that ſo wee may be all of one 
mind in one houſe, I meane the Church and houſe of God ; and to 
ſpeake and preach bur one thing,as S. Pax exhorterh his Corinthians, 
tha ſo there may be no divitzons among(tus ; bur that wee may be all 
knir together in one mind, and be of one Prdgement, 1 Cor. 1.10. 
which counſel], whoſoever doe not readily and willingly pur in pra- 
ice and ſubmic rhemſelves unco; bur delight in renting and tearing 
aſunder the ſcamlefſe coar of Chriſt, ( Quam ſcindere non fuit carnifici- 
bus confilinm ; ſaith Alexender Biſhop in T beodoret. Hitt, lib. 1. cap. 4. 
which the verie Executioners of Chriſt wcre fo farre from doing, thar 
on the contrarie, they conſulted how to keepe ir whole and entire) 
through their diſtrattions and diviſions in matters and points of Do- 
frine, from their Orthodoxall brethren , and Catholike Church in 
which they live ; whatſoever they thinke to the contrarie of them- 
ſelves: yet indeed and truth, they are rather Apoltaticall, than Apo» 
ſtolicall men, 

For in the Apoſtles time, the multicude of Beleevers were all of 
one heart and of one foule ; as before, out of As 4.32. And there- 
fore the ſame S. Pax/ro the Romans, bids the Church marke them di- 
ligently, which cauſe divifion and offences, contrarieto rhe doftrine 
which yee have learned, and avoid them: for chey that are ſuch, ſerve 
not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their owne bellies : and with faire 
ſpeech and flattering deceive the hearrs of the ſimple, Rom.16. 17,18. 
In which words I ſhould defire and adviſe the refraQtarie and contenti- 
ous ſpirirs of our times, thar are never ſatisfied and contented, either 
with the doftrine or diſcipline of onr Chaurch((it they were bur ca- 

e of advice,which it is ro be feared moſt of them are nor)to confi- 
der and obſerve what cſteeme and opinion the Apoſtle P-wlhad of fuch 
in his time. Firſt, in that he would have chem to be diligently marked; 
that ſo ſecondly they may be avoyded ; his reaſon thirdly, becauſe 
they ſerve nor the Lord Jeſas Chriſt, bur their owne bellies ; and laſt- 
ly, that how faire and ſmooth ſoever their voyce and ourfide be, yer 
within they are no better than hypocrites ; their ſpeech being onely 
fattering to deceive the hearts of the fimple. As alſo Icould wiſh, 
chat their followers, that is,ſuch as are led and ſeduced by rhem,would 
bur marke what opinion the ſame Apoſtle had likewiſe of chem, when 
he ſtiles and calls chem fimple, And yer theſe thinke themſelves the 
wiſeſt people in the world. Burt the Spirit of God knowes you betrer 


than 
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than your ſelves. And therefore be not toe highly conceited of your 
owne wiſdome, ſceing God himlſelte doth call yon fooles and ſimple. 
Et ntinam rndiores efſent quam qui poterant deeipi , It were well for yon 
if you were (© ſimple, that you could nor be deceived by the ſabcill 
and (lie infinuations of thoſe that creepe into your houſes, and lead 
captive {imple women laden with finnes, and led with divers lufts, 
which are ever learning, and yet never able ro come to the knowledge 
of the truth, as the ſame Apolile ſtill ſpeakes of them, 2 T im:3.6. 

For (that I may crave leave for this onely digreſſion) let them tell 
me ; are they not women, and (imple ones too,that they moſt prevaile 
wirhall in theſe their madnefſes &follies ? I meane, fimple in ref 
of divine knowledge & (pirituall underftanding ; but nor in reſpect of 
condition and qualitie inthe world. For, according to the ſubcilcie 
of the t,as well themſclves,as all their brood and brotherhood, 
I meanc all Heretikes and Schiſmatikes whatſoever, have ever beene 
ſowiſe in their generations, as not much ro mind or regard the mea- 
ner ſort, whether they ſided with them or not, but for women of 
wealth and ſome faſhion inthe world, by whom nor onely credit and 
countenance to their canſe, but maintenance alſo to their perſons 
(though many times to the great loſſe and detriment, if not the un- 

ing of their hasbands ) might be procured and obtained. For 
theſe —_— have their hookes and bairs been ever laid, their 

ots jets ft111 == and directed above »1] others. And they 

vein g——_—_ fo farre with this we«. T ſex, that ſome of 
all ſorts and ranks in the workd, have alwayes been ready to rake their 
parrs again(t the truth : as Townes-women and Merchants wives of 
the Citice, Gentlemens wives, nay Ladies of the Court, and Noble- 
women , have beene caught and entangled in their ſnares, being ſe- 
duced anddrawne away by them. To inftance in one for all the reft, 

Conſtantia, the widow of Licinins, and fiſter to Conftantine the Em- 
perour, to whom (a3 K«ffinw ſpeakes) it happened ro grow acquain- 
red with a certaine Prieſt, latenter partibus Arrii favente;cloſely and un- 
der-hand favouring the Arrian faftien, whonotwirhſtanding our of 
cunning, at the firſt would bewray nothing of his mind unto her , «bi 
vero multa familiarits copiam tribuit, panlatim ſermonem cepit a> 
ſprrgere : bur when much familiaricie afforded him licence and op- 
porrunitie to ſpeake; by lictle and lirtle hee began to ſprinkle as it 


were, and caſt ſome ſpeeches abroad, tending ro his t as that 

it was for the envie onely, and ſome private $ of the Biſhop, 

that Arrins was caſt our of the Church, and his mw - 
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and not for any juſt deſcrr of his owne: the people thinking lictle or 
never the worle of him,bur that he was deere unto them ſtill, & in their 
good eſteeme, notwithſtanding ſuch injuric offered unto him, Wich 
which and the like ſpeeches ofcen ſuggeſted and whiſpered into the 
eares of the ſaid Conſtantia, hee made her (© faſt and hrmly his owne, 
that ſhe, wich a grear deale of earnefin: fſeand zcale more than diſcre- 
tion, made ir her [alt ſuic unto herbrocher the Emperour, lying upon 
her death-bed, ut Precbiterum m familiaritatem _— that hee would 
receive this Prieſt unto his favour, and nor only ſo, butthar he would 
heare himalſo in thoſe things which he ſhould ſagpeſt and deliver un- 
to him, tending to his good and well-tare : which hee accordingly 
did : and upon the ſaid Priefts inſtigation and perſwalton, cals home 
A-rizs trombaniſhment, and purs ſuch furcher cruſt and confidence in 
him, that when he drawes acere his end alſo himſelte, he made choyce 
of him above all others, rocommir the cuſtodie of his laſt will and 
reltament unto z with ſpeciall charge to deliver it ro none but Con- 
ſtantizs himlelte, which was to ſucceed him. By the performance 
whereof, che faid Prieſt gained him, the ſaid Conftantirs alſo to the 
Arrianfaftion, which bred much unreſt and unquiernefle to the Or- 
chodoxall ſervants of God for a long time after, as the Ecclefiaſticall 
hiſtories doe reporrt at large. | 
And therefore conlidecing the er that hath, doth, and ma 
come to the Church of God, throngh their weaknefſe and wilfal- 
neſſe ; ler all women, of what ranke and condition foever they be, in 
the name and feare of God, keepe filence : not onely in the Church, as 
$. Paxl commandeth, 1 Cor, 14+34. but alſo inall Church cauſes ; ir be- 
inga ſhame for them to be medlers and ſticklers in buſineſſes of thar 
nature, as there followes. And therefore I permit nor a woman to 
reach, ſaith heelſewhere, viz. 1 T im.2.12. Bur it they will learne any 
thing as before, 1 Cor.14.35. whereby the Apoſtle (me thinks) ſeemes 
not to require or expett ſuch ſufficiencic and tulnefle of ſcience in wo- 
men asin men : as fearing more danger belike ro Gods Church, than 
good, by their much knowledge. Yer if they will needs doe it ; w 
then, ler them aske their husbands at home, and learne in ſilence wit 
all ſabjeftion, 1 T im.2.11, and he gives his reaſon roo: becauſe Adm 
was not deceived, but the woman was deceived, verſ.14. And indeed, 
ithath ſo come to paſſe ever ſince, that in all ſuch deceprions, plures 
invents ſunt famine viri, more women are found than men, as At 
phonſia 4 caftres ſpeakes. For that malignant enemie of ours the De- 


rill, knew from our verie firlt cteation, that the woman was = 
calie 
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eafieto be ſeduced than the man ; T enacins ampleFique malum ci ſe- 
mel 2dbeſerit ; and that ſhee would the more firmly and ſtiffely em- 
brace that evill unto which ſhe did once adhere. And yet farther: Ic 
muſt needs be a meanes to breed errours and hereſies in the Church of 
God (faith he) cm vwiger, &c, when the common people will nor be 
contented onely wich the reading of the Scriptures : bur will under- 
taks alſo ro diſcuſſe and diſpute of the tenſe and meaning thereof : 
and that with ſuch confidence and boldnefſe many times, that verie 
lewd fellowes will not be aſhamed to provoke the learned, and con- 
reſt with rhem about the underſtanding of Gods facred Word, And 
that which is worſt of all (as he goes on) Non ſokem hee a viris fiunt, ſed 
etiam a feeminis ; Theſe things are done nor onely by men, bur by wo- 
men alſo. S. Pal verily (faith he) doth not permit a womanto teach, 
and yer in theſe times women are not afraid, nor aſhamed neirher ro 
reach and diſpute too, even in matters of faith ; Atque adeo proterve, wt 
facilins centum viros ab errore revoces mulieremunam : And that with 
ſuch obſtinacieand perverſneſſe, Tor yee may more ealily reclaime an 
hundred men from their errours than one woman. Thus far Alfonſws, 

Now whether this were juſt matter of complaint in his dayes oz no, 
God knowes. Bur that it is ſo in ourdayes, nor onely God, but alſo 
our Church knowes : in which a great part of the diftraftions and 
diviſions, under which ſhe at this time groanes, proceed onely from 
hence ; that all Recuſant Priefts, whether Popiſh or other SeQtaries, 
find ſo great a ſhelter under this ſex : and that their venomous do- 
Arines and pctiferous politions, which withſlie infinuations, they 
broach and preach unto them, are ſo eafaly admitred, and fo eagerly 
defended by them. 

Fordivers of the men, I doubt nor, of both forts, I meane as well 
of Papifts as Seftaries , would rerurne againe under the roote of our 
Church , if it were nor for the ſiffneſſe and wilfuloeſſe of their 
wives. Bur this is not the way, by which they of that ſex muſt fave 
their ſoules, viz. firſt by yeelding prompr and ready eares and affenr 
unto, and then wiltull and obſtinare def-nſe and ſupporcation of, 
thoſe erroneous doftrines, which by ſubrill infinuations, they have 
received and ſucked in from a lie ſeducer incither of theſe kinds ; ®i 
Dottoris nomen ambiens,maluit magiſter fieri erroris,, quam diſcipulas verita- 
tis ;as it was faid of T atianns the Heretike : who ambicioully aſpiring 
ro be accounted a great Doftor anda learned Rabbi, chuſerhrarher ro 
become a maſter of errour, than a Diſciple of truth. Bur their ſoules 
ſhall be ſaved (faith che Apoſtle) through bearing of children, if they 

conrigue 
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continue in theſe enſuing vertues (which are far more beficting their 
ſex, than diſobedience to their mother the Church) viz. Faith, and 
love, and holinefſe with modeſtic, i T im.2.15. either of which I am 
bold to ſay, they cannag truly have, ſo long as they continue refra- 
Rarie and rebellious back-{liders from the received dofrines and diC 
cipline of our Church, in which they have beene educated and in- 
ſtrufted : and from which in their baptiſme they received and ſucked 
in the firſt life and breath of Chriſtianitie and Religion. And therefore 
for concluſion of this poinc, let me intreat all men nh mujer wy of rea- 
ſonandreligion) to ſhew themſelves to be men, and to rake the ſtaffe 
againe into cheir owne hands : conlidering that the husband is the 
wives head, unto whom ſhe ought co be in ſubjettion inall things, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeakerh, Epbeſ.5.23,24- and if inallthings, then much 
morein the ſervice and worſhip of God. Forit it be (48S. Auguſtine 
faich) bur, Perverſa domus, wh: famina habet imperium ſuper virum : A 
diſorderly and ill-governed family, where the wife will cake upon her 
rorule all , though in houſhold affaires, then much more when ic is ſo 
in Church affaires. And choſe men that ſuffer it in their houſes tothe 
breach of the unirie of the Church of God (as it isto be feared many 
doe) hall be ſure to anſwer for it, it —_ powerfull and unreſiſta- 
ble reaſori, urged by the Apoſtle, —_ iours ſhould obey them 
that have the overiighe of them, and ſubmirc themſelves unro them; 
becauſe they watch for their ſoules, #s they that muſt groe an account, Heb, 
13.17. Andtherefore ia the name and feare of God, ler me perſwade 
all waſters of families, that they permic neicher themſelves, nor any 
others of their houſhold, ro becarried about with divers and firange 
dofrines, becauſe it is a good thing that the heart be eftablitbed with 
grace : as the ſame Apoſtle in the ſame chapter exhorteth, »*rſ.g. Buc 
ler everie one ſay with Joſbus, I and my bonſe will ſerve the Lord, T'ſh. 
24.15. andrhatin the unitie of che Church of God, in which we have 
beenenouriſhed up in the faich of God, and particularly of the Apo» 
ſtles Creed, the ſubje&of our diſcourſe at this rime. And this ſufkcerh 
for the firſt circumſtance; the unitie of the holy Apoltles, in compo- 
fing and compiling of this Summe of Chriſtian Belecte. 
In the ſecond place, inthis ticle, T he Apoſtles Creed ; wee may take 

notice alſo of the antiquitie and univerſall conſent, which hath been 
given to the doctrine in the ſame contained in all ages. So that as a 


tone, Fer, Councell faith, Pate neietiquem _ ab Apoſtolorum $ymbolo quicquam 


dimovere : It is evident, that it isnot lawfull by any meanes to depart a 
jot from the Symbole or Beleete of the Apoſtles. Which may teach us 


tO 


An Expoſuion upon the Apoſiles Creed, 9 


ro grow ſuſpirious of all novelties in waters of faich z and to keepe 
our ſolves cole, onely to this needfull and ancient truth, according tv 
Gods ownediretion by his Prophet. Standin the wayes and behold, 
and aske for the old way, which is the good way, and walke therein ; 
and yee ſhall finde reſt unto your ſoules, Terem.6.15. Forif ourſoules 
cannot finde reſt in this anci ntand ſo long received truth they will 
never be ableto finde it, I am confident, inthe nzw created Creeds of 
eheſ-latrer rimes : I meanethat of the Trent Councel!, and the like; 


of which Sir Humphrey Lyne hath given a true verdi, faying; I am _—_ => 


Councell of Trent, and publiſhed by Pope Piwr the fourth, wich way: 


ſare that thoſe twelve new coyned rcicles, declared by their grand 


fraighrt charge to bereceived of all men, are fo farre from the know- 
1:dge of Antiquitie, that as yer they are ſcarce underſtaod amongſt 
their owne Dil ples for arcicles of faith : and their belt learned Ro- 
maniſts profefſe openly, that moſt of them were unknowne to former 
ages. Sofarre hee. Which as hfe hath truly averced, fo as learnedly 
and fully proved in his Treatiſe called T be ſafe way : whicherT referre 
yeu, To which purpoſe alſo of diſcovering the noveltie of Popith 
Tenets ; youmay ſe a Treatiſe called, The Old Religion, wricten by 
that reverend and learned Prelate, Dr. Joſeph Ha#,now Lord Biſhopof 
Exon; as likewiſe another Treatiſe called, Credo San&.am Catbolicam 
Ecclſizm, written by Dr. Chaloner. 

Now it the faich of che Papiſts be ſo new,it cannot be true,for Pri- 
mum verum, as T ertullian bath well obſerved : In divinitie and marters 
of religion , the firſt muſt needs be trueſt, as being neers(t co the 
fourtaine of all crutch, which is God himſelte; and his fonne Chriſt, 
the (treame iſſuing from the aid fountaine, even truth ir ſelfe, as Iob, 
14-6. it being a rale and r:ceived maxime in nature ; that, Quo res 
mag appropinquat fonti & eanſſe alicu jus pier feeFionir, eo plus recipit : The 
n-erer any thing approches to the fourtaine or originall of any perfe- 
tion, ſo muchthe more ic doth participate thereof, As theneerer any 
thing comes tothe fire, it isthe hotter ; to the Sunne, the brighter; 
ro the warter, the colder ; to the truth, the truer, And therefore our 
Apoſties Creed flowing ſo immediately from the fountaine-head of 
cruth, Chriſt Jeſus the righteous ; muſt needs be farre more worthy of 
all men to be received (as the Apolile ſpeakes, 1 Tim.1.15,) thanthar 
which is of a farre later Edition. For whatſoever comes atthe ſecond 
hand, as being brought in by mans invention, muſt needs favour of 


mans corruption. And therefore, I fay, let us keepe our ſelves faſt and : _ Fro 
e (mp, 


cloſe to this: which howſoever (as S. Aug»ſtine ſpeakes) Breve ft 
C verbiay 
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verbic, magnum tamen eff $ 1cramentis : Tr be briefe and ſhort in words, 
yet ir is verie large and long in ſenſe : containing whatſoever is re- 
quilice and neceſſiric to be belceved roward ſalvation, Yea, let everie 
one, as well old as young, as well men and women, as children, be dili- 
gent and carefull ro learne, ai:d hold, and nnderſtind ; and when time 
is, co make contefſion $02 of this, which containes the ſumme and ſub- 
ſtance of che Catholike faich, which except a man beleeve faichtully 
he cannot be javed ; bur without doudt hee ſhall periſh everlaftiogly. 
As Athanaſius in his Creed, 

And therefore ir ſtands everie man upon, as much as the ſaving of 
bis ſoule comes to, to beleeve, and know, and underitand this, which 
everie ordinarie perſon can hardly do2 withour a guide, as the Eunuch 

Hieron. «d told Philip, 4s 8.31. becauſe, Singuls in eo verba, plena ſunt ſenſibns : 
Paylim. There is not a word in ic, but hath its weight, 

Wherefore I ſhall endevour for your f.rcher beneficand inftruftion 
herein, afrer a ſhort, plaine, and familiar wa 1ner, to make interprera- 
tion thereof uncoyou, out of the holy Scriptures and Word of God, 

Caicch, . Forit isnot fitting (as Cyrill faith) eitber for me ro deliver,or for you 
to heare and beleeve any thing, concerning thedivine and holy myſte- 
ries of faith, withouc demonſtrarions and proofes thereof, out of the 
ſame the holy Writ. For the verie (aferie of our faith doch not depend 
upma ſubtill and deviſed diſputation ; but upon p/aine and evident 
probativn out of the Word of God, And therefore that I may ſhew 
my ſelfe, Vt opinione, fic & diftione Chriſtionum, thatis, As in belee- 
ving, ſo in ſpeaking and writinga right Chriſtian ; you muſt nor ex- 

Per. Nan- pet : Me, myfteria regni calorm, aut frrts AE:yptiis, ant Gentilibus fu- 

ad de A- Cir,aut comptelys exoticis ornare ; That 1 ſhould firive to ſet forth theſe 

"9414/0: deepe myſteries of our Chriſtian faith and Kingdome of Heaven, 
with any jewels tollen from the Xgyprians, or fabulous fitions of 
the Gentiles, or (orraine and far-ferchr drefſes of humane Arts and 
Sciences 2 ncicher wich any other ſtrong and ſtrained lines, and the 
like : Sed tantwmmods Evangelicis verbis emenciare'; Burt fairly & ſmooth» 
ly ro derive my prootes and interpretation thereof onely from the {a- 
cred four aines, as I aid before, For as S. Jerome faith, Fider prra & 
aperta confefſſio non querit ſtrephas & argumenta verborum ; that is, Subcill 
and Scholaſticall diſputes, or other verball arguments, are no whic re- 

uifire in the pure and publike proteſſion and confeſſion of our Chri- 
ſian faith. And this ſufficerh for the title, 
Now to the words themſelves. A N 
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Credo in Deum Patrem omnipotentem, Factorem 
Ceeli & Terrx, &*c. 
That is, 


I beleeve in God the Fatber Almightie, Maker of 
Heaven and Earth, &c. 


Here firſt wee are to take notice of rhe firft 
& word, Credo, T beleve z which ſhewes (as 


drvina judicia, ſed credere ; nee rationem 
re ; ſed fidem ſumpliciter & immnbiliter extbere : 
Thar wee oughe nor to queſtion or difpure 
of divine myſteries, bur to beleeve them: 
nor ſo much ro require @ reaſon of chem, as 
imply and antentnaty, yea, immovably 
and withonr ſtaggering, to fubmic our faith and credence unmo them. 
For there are many things belonging co the ſalvation of Gods chil- 
dren, which if everie plaine and war were driven to finde out 
a-reaſon for, upon the paine of his damnation, hee were never ablero 
doe it, and ſo conſequently could never be faved. Nay, che moſt lear- 


ped, and chiete pillars of rhe Charchof God themſelves, have beene 
at a ſtandin ſome of them ; which made S, Paw/to cry our; Oh the 
C 2 


deepnefle 


S. Auguſtine faith) Oued non debemus diſentere 1n 1ocum, 
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deepneſſe of the riches, both of the wiſdome and knowledge of God ; 
bow unſearchable are bis judgements,and his wayes paſt finding our? 
Rom.11.33. And therefore, Succumbat ratio fidet & captiva quieſeat ; 
Humane ſenſe and naturall reaſon muſt yeeld and ſubmir themſelves 
when faith comes in place. For faith is the evidence of things nor 
ſeene ; ſairh the Auchor to the Hebrewes, Chap. 11.1. thar is, nor per- 
ceived or underſtood by rhe eyes of the body z no, nor of the minde 
neither, bur onely beleeved tobe ſo, becauſe God,which cannor lie, 
hath aid it is ſo, Sothat, Fides incipit wbi ratio deſinit : There is no 
place, no roome for faith, till reaſon can goe no farther. For if wee 
could comprehend the deepe wyſterics of God by reaſon, then it were 
knowledge, and not faith, thas ſhould apprehend and lay hold upon 
them. 

Now our knowledge in this life is imperfe& (faith S. Parl )but inthe 
nextlife, we ſhall knoweven as we are knowne, and ſee face ro face as 
we are ſcene : For then that which is perfett being come, that which 
is imperfc& ſhall be done away, 1 Cor.13.9,10. But now in this life 
abideth faich and hope, as there followes, verſ,13, which gave occafi- 
ontoS, Auguſtine, ſo often in his works, to call this life, T empus fidei ; 
The time of taich and beleeving : anſwerable ro that of S. Paxlelſe- 
where, Nunc per fidem aminlanus, &c. Now wee walke by faith, and 
not by ſight, 2 Cor.5.7. 

Againe, if by knowledge onely men mighe atraine unto falvation, 
then none but the great Clerks and learned Rabbies of the world 
ſhould be capable thereof : and the illiterar and ignorant poore man, 
ſuch as S. Peter and S. Jobn were before their calling, AZ 4.13. ſhould 
be quite excluded from all hope cf grace and mercie. But God,whoſe 
mercies are above all other his works, hath otherwiſe provided ; thar 
now by the meanes of faich avd beleete, che mcane as well as the migh- 
tie, and the poore as well as the rich, may be made partakers of falva- 
tion. And therefore for uſe and caddufien of this point, let us not 
ſtrive ſo much in this life to know, as to be ſtrong in taich, and firmly 
to belceve : for if wee beleeve now, wee (hall know hereafter. For 
r00 gr« at adelire ro know hath wrought our woe : it being the only 
occaſion, firſt of our ſinne, and Grondly of our miſcrie : Oued homo 
voluit ſcire ante crederet, faith Cuſanus, That man would know be- 
fore he did beleeve. For by this meanes, Arbor ſcientie complurer priva= 
vit arbore vite : The tree of knowledge hath deprived many of the tree 
of life. And never any but hererikes did, Conckudere fidem intra limites 
bmani intellefus ; as Alfonſns 4 Caſtro ſpeakes: that is, Shut up = 
air 
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faich wichin the narrow liſts and limirs of mans ſhallow and fimple un- 
derſtanding: bur ic is the part and FR of a true Chriſtian, Cap» - 
tivare imellefum in obſequium Chriſt: : To captivate and ſubdue his un- 
derſtanding unto the LArine of Chriſt. 

Secondly, this word, Credo, T beleeve, tells us,that we muſt nor only 
not diſpure in marrers of faich ; bur fo far (ubject our reaſon unro 
faith,that wee doe ic alſo without doubring,withour ſtaggering. For, 
Dubins in fide infide!ss ef : It is ſcarcefairh at all, if there be any doub- 
ting in it : as appeares by thar yo of our Saviour unto his donb- 
ting Apoſtle T bomas : Pat thy fiager here,and pur it into my fide; and 
be not taithleſſe, but beleeve, Tob.20.27. And, Ut aliquid fides vere ap- 
pelletur, certitudmem exigit,& famitatem in eo qui eam tenet ; laith the for- 
mer A/fonſus , that is, Wharſcever is properly and truly called faith, 
hath certaintie in ir, and ſtedfaſtnefſe of beleefe in himthar holds ir. 
Otherwiſe (fairh hee) if aſſurance and ftabilicie be wanting, and any 
the leaſt ſcrupleariling ;. it is not tobe accounted faith, but donbring 
only or opinion. T his being the difference berween faith and opinion : 
Quod qui credit tenaciter adheret ; That he which beleeves ſticks fo cloſe 
unto fs Tener ; that n> man, or meanes ſhall be able ro wichdraw 
him from ic, or to wry him another way : whereas hee that doth bur 
hold opinion onely : Sic accedit ſug ſententie,ut aliquantulum beſitet & 
mobili imtel/efu aſſentiat : Hee comes bur doubringly, and wich an un- 
certaine aſſent unto it : Asto the opinions of the Philoſophers, which 
were truths onely of conſequence,upon ſuppoſed grounds ſtill diſpu- 
table, and therefore ſtill uncertaine, Whereas our doftrine, the do- 
&rine of Chriſtians, is a truth of foundation, withour queſtion, and 
therefore not diſputed , bur beleeved , and thorowly fetled in our 
hearts, by the operation and power of him, who is both the Author 


* andthe Finiſher of ir, as the Scriptur: ſpeaketh. And therefore in 


theſe fundamenrall grounds of our Chriſtian faith, away with doub- 

ting and heſitation. For hee that doubteth and wavererh in thele, is 

like a wave of the ſea, roſfed of the wind, and carried away,as S. Lemes 

ſaith, Jam.1.6. But lereveric one amongſt us, nor onely men,bur wo- 

men al(o, yea and children roo,according ro their capacicie, ſay with 

firmneſſe and faftneſſe of faith, as the holy Apoſiles here, everie one 

for himlelfe : Cyedo, Ibeleeve, A word or two of the perſon, Ego, I 
belceve : and {o I will end this point. 

When we pray we are direfted to ſay, Our Father, not my Father 
alone; becauſeevery one ought to be ſo charitable, as to pray fqr o- 
thers, as well as themſclyes : wi.h a deſire likewiſe that they ſhould : 
C 3 doe 
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doe the like for him; 1nd with a confidence and aTurance that he ſhall 
tare and (peed the berrer for ſuch the prayers of his neighbours and 
Chriſtian brechren, As Saine Fames (aich,Conteffe your faules one un» 
to another, and pray onfor another, that yee may be healed : Fc r the 
eft-Quall frven prayer ofa righteous man availerh much, Fames 5.16, 
Bur when wee come to make profeſſion and confefſiun of one 
faich: chenir muſt be T; ne Wee beleeve, becauſe wee cannot beleeve 
one for another ; bur every one (when he is come once to yeeres of 
diſcr2tion, and capacitie ro und-ritand)) muſt beleeve for himſelfe, 
and be ſaved by his owne, not anothers faith ; according to that of 
the Prophet ; The juſt ſhall live by his faith, Habacuck 2.4.that is, his 
owne taich; not another mans. I ay, when he comes to yeares: For 
the Church of God is ſo ctaritable towards inf-nts, which having no 
linnes of their owne commirting ro anſwer for, but only that origiaall 
euilr, w® is by naturall prex agation derived thorowour all Adams 
{t-ricie from one generation co another : that as they have finnedonly 
in another, ſo they ſhould beleeve alſo by another : thar ſo they mighe 


altero, tre» be made capable of che Sacrament of Bapriſme (which is the firſt 
dat in al- to falvation) by the faith and beleefe of thoſetrar bring them there- 
tero, Aug. unto, that is,their God-fathers and Goud- morhers,that make profeſſion 


of faichat the Font for them, which they as yer are not able ro doefor 
themſelves. Bur yet the benefit and uſe of this, ſhall endure nolonger 
for their availe and profir, than while they are young and uncapable of 
doing ic themſelves : but if when they come to age, they doe nor in 
their owne perſons make good and pertorme thoſe promiſes of taith 
and repentance,which they have made for them : bur run wicked,fairh- 
leſſe, and deſperate courſes of lite, contrarie to the ſaid promiſes made 
in their behalfe ; why then they loſe and deprive themſelves of the be- 
nefic and comfort of that holy Sicrament and Covenant, and become 
inas bad, if not a worſe caſe, than if they had never beene partakers 
thereotar all. And therefore let everie one Jooke ro his owne faith in 
particular, and fo furniſh and firengrthen himſelf: with the grounds 
and principles of faith out of the Word of God ; that hee may be 
able upon all occaſions to apply God unto himlſelte by his owne per- 
ſonal! taich: and ro fay with the holy Apoſtles here, Creap, I beleeve. 
For ocherwiſe he muſt never looketo fave his ſoule ; bur, Tolle menwr, 
tolle Deum. Take away the particular application of cach mans righr 
and intereſtin God and his Son Chriſt Jeſus, and you were as good 


rake away themſelves ro. For what comfort can I inde in a Saviour, 
exceptI may be aſſured chat he is min: owne? 


Credo 
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Credo in Denm : I beleeve in God, 

This teaches us firſt ro beleeve that there is a God ; for hee thar 
commeth ro Gcd, muſt beleeve that God is, faith the Apoſtle, Hebr, 
11.6. There being none, bur the foole, that ever ſaid, cicher wich his 
hearr, or with his mouth , There is no God, Pſal,14.1. Secondly,this 
teaches us alſo to beleeve, that this God is one, becauſe ir is ſaid, 
God, in the fingu'ar number ; not gods inthe p.urall: For howſoever 
the fooliſh Heathen our of their 1gnorance and fimplicity, imagined 
and deviſed rothem(clves many gods; even fo many,as they ſaw there 
were kinds of things naturall in the world (calling bim that they ſup- 
poſed to be the god of the Skie, Jupiter ; ofrhe Aire, Juno, of the Wa- 
ter, Neptune ;of the Earth, Fefts; and ſomerimes Ceres: of the Sun, 

; of the Moone, Diana , and ſuch like) yet wee, to whom the 
Lord hath revealed him(elfe mure particularly by his holy and hc aven- 
ly Word,do acknowledge and contefſe but one only God and guide of 
all agents naturall, alone to be blefſed,adored, and honoured by all for 
ever. For behold (faith God himſclte) I,evenT am he ; and there is no 
gods wich me, or belides me, Dext.32,39 neicher is there any tat can 
deliver our of my bands ; as there followes. Therfore the Nicene Creed 
expreſſerh this unitie in theſe words, ſa7ing, I beleeve in one God the Þ a- 
ther almightie, m_ of beaven and earth, &c, Raymnend:a de Sabunde, 
proves the unity of the Godhea 1 tour? v ayes;or by foure reaſuns,viz. 
I. Unitate ordinitcreaturarnm : 2.Per comtrarietates in uno ſubjefto : 3.Ouod 
omne inferine tendit ad uſuum ſnperioris : 4 no propires ad Dexm, to fortior 
& magireft mnits : i.e, Firit, by the uniry of the ord:r of the crex- 
tures : S:condly, by the contrarieties in one and the fame ſubje&t: 
Thirdly, becauſe every inferiour thing bends and tends tothe uſe of 
the ſuperiour : And laltly, becauſe rhe nearer any thing approaches 
unto God, the flronger ard greater isthe unicy of it. And (rombence 
he further inferres, « a: the unity in God is farre greater than that in 


man : Quod bomo wn eſt in ſpecie tawtumn : ſed Deus & in ſpecie, & in nu= Tit.5. 


mero ; Becauſ: mans vnity con/ifts only in his ſpecies or kinde : bur 


 Godis one, not only in ſpecies, bur in numberroo. And in che end 


conclules ; Quod une: ſufficit Der, plures non ſunt neceſſerii ; That one 
God is ſufh-ient forthe guiding and goveming of one world; ſothar 
there is noneed of more. Bur the beſt proofes of divin: verities,are ta- 
ken from divineauthorities : andthereforeler us ſee ſome few Texts 
of Scripture ro confirme this the unicy of the God-head; and fo con- 
clude this point. And wewill begin wich that in Dexterenomy; Audi 
Iſrael, Domes Dexs tans nur eft ; HearkenO 11zacl, the Lord thy God 
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is one, Deut, 6.4. To which purpoſe ſee alſo Der. ; 2.39.citedb:fore, 

Next, ler us heare Naaman the Syrian, healed as well of the leproſie of 

bis ſ-ule as body, confefling and magnifying this one God, ſaying : 

Behold, now I know that there is no Godin all the world,but in IC 

rael, 2 Reg.5.15. Thirdly, David, who faich z; Qwis Dens preter Domi-. 

nam, &c, Whois God beſides rhe Lord; and who is mighty ſave our 

God, Pſal. 13.31. And againe, Thou art great, and doelt wendrous 

things ; Thou art God alone, Pl, £6.10, To which purpoſe, ſee alſo 

Eſay 43. 5,6,14, 15,31,22, verſes. And likewiſe S2p. 12.13. And be- 

cauſe ſome herctickes,as Cerdom, Manicbens, and the like, have rejefted 

the reſtimony of the old Teſtam-ne ; theretore a place or ewo in the 

new Teſtament will not doe amifle, To which purpole then, heare 

Saint Paxd in his firſt Epiſtle ro the Corinthians, faying, Wee know 

that there is none other God bur one, For though there be that arecal- 

led gods, whether in heaven or incarth (as there be many gods, and 

many lords) yet unto ns there is but one God, which is the Father ; of 

whom are all things, and wee inhim; and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 

whom are all things, and we by him, 1 Cor.8.4,5,6, verſes. And in an- 

other place ; A mediatour is nor of one, burGod is one, G41.3.20. And 

yet farther, There is one Lord, on Faith, one Papriſme, on: God and 

Father of all, which is above all, and chrough all,and in you all, Epheſ. 

4. 5, 6. verſes. And ſo much for the unity of God, TI beleeve in G , | 
Now if any be over inquilitive to know what,or who this one God 

is; I anſwer with Saint Aguſtine, That the ſupereminencie of this 

Dcitie paſſeth mans utterance ; ſo that melixes cogit ater quam dicitur ; we 

can better thinke than ſpeake of God. And yer our deepeſt thoughts 

alſo, come farre ſhort of GY that incomprehenlible Majetty, 

becauſe, Secretiſſima res eft Dexs (as Alpbonſus (peakes) & que emnizn 

mtelleffus maxime fugiat : God is ſoſecret a thing, thatall mans under- | 

ftanding cannot pierce nor prie into him ; which conſtrained agrcat 

Propher ro crie out and fay, Yere ts es Deus abſcmditns : Verily thou 

art a Gcd that hideſt thy ſelfe, or an hidden God, Eſay 45. 15. And no 

marvell, ſeeing, (as Saint Paul ſayes) Habitat lucem inacceſi'bitem;, Hee | 

dwelleth in the light that none canattaine unto;whom never eye ſaw, 

neither can fee, 1 Tim. 6. 1 6. which made the Fropher Ellib, when 

the Lord went by him (and a mighty ſtrong wind, renting the 

mountaines, and breaking the rockes before him) ro cover his face | 

wich his mantle, 1 Reg.1 9.13. as _— that his humane fight could 

notendure the great luſter and brightneſle of che divine Majeſtie. For 

if che children of Iſrael could nor cndure the ſplendour and bright: 
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nefſe of Moſes face, after God had talked with him'in the mouneatne ; 
as Exed.34.30, How much lefſe (ball humane underſtanding be able to 
endure the Majeſtic of God himſelte ; when it (hall ſceke ro penerrate 
and pierce into the deepe myſteries and ſecrets thereof ; proprii ingenis 
acumine ; only by the ſtrength and perſpicacitie of their owne wir and 
reaſon. And therefore there is nothing wherein wee ought more to 
captivate and ſubdue our underſtanding ; in obſequizm Dei,in obedience 
unco God, than in the knowledge of God bimſclfe, Quorian ad mrveſti- 

gandum ſupremum illud unitatis & T rinitetis myſterium, melkes intelle us, 
fide deſtitmtns ſufficit ; as Alpbonſns goes on, becauſe for the finding our 
of thar high and hidden myſtcry of the Trinitie in Unitie, and [Unity 
in Trinitie, there is ao underſtanding deftiruce of faith, that is ſuffict. 
ent. For indeed, the knowledge of God, is profunduns fine finds ( as 
one faith) ic is adepth withouta borrome. So thar if any aske ( faich 
another) quid fit Dez: ; what God is : I muſt anſwer him, $; ſeirem,De- 
ws eſſem : { houldbeagod my ſelfe, if I knew, or were able rorell him. 
Nam Dum nemo novit z nec quid fit, quiſquam ſcit, niſd ſoles Dens, faich 
Card. For none knoweth what Godis,but God alone. And S. Auſten 


faich,De Deo loquimmr: quid mirum ſi non comprebendi? fienim compreben= $+y.43. de 
diegnon eft Dane When we {peake of God, ir is no marvell if we doe vcrbix 


not underſtand;for ifthe beſt of humane capaciry and ies, whe- 29-7 
ther of body,or minde, or both, were able _ — 
no God. And therefore as the holy Father goes on: Sir piz confeſſio ign- 
ranticymagis qnam temeraria profeſiio ſcientie: Let us rather make an hum- 
ble confeſſion of our ignorance, than a proud and rafh profeſſion of 
our ſcience in this point. Nm attingere aliquantum te mente Denm, mag- 
14 beatituds of ; comprebendere autem onmino _ : Irisa = hap- 
pineffe for ſiofull and morrall man, to be able to arraine to ſome ſmall 
glimpſe and ſmackering of knowledge concerning the immortal God; 
r ro comprehend him chroughly, iris alc impollible. And 
therefore ic is dangerous for the feeblebraine of man to wade farre in- 
ro the ſecrer depths of the Majeſtic of the moſt high God ; whom al- 
though ro know be life z and joy tomake mention of his Name: yer 
our foundeſt knowledge is ro know, that we know him notas indeed 
he is, neither can know him ; our ſafeſt eloquence concerning him, is 
our filence ; when wee confeſſe with one confeſſion, that his glory is 
inexplicable, his greatnefſe above our capacity and reach. He is above, 
and wee wpon earth : therefore it behooveth our words coucerning 
him to be wary and few. For whoſoever ſhall goe about ro ſearch in+ 
to the ſecrers and eſſence of God; 0s ht SeEDIIIEY © 
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ded by the glory of ir, as the vulgar Latine reades it, Prov. 25. 27. fo 
that feare and ſhane ſhall be his covering, as clſe-where. And there 
fore to ſuch curions ſearchers, who to ger chemſelves a name aboveo- 
ther men, will ſceme to be wiſe as God, nay, beyond God, and become 
his counſedlers, I commend the ſage advice of Feſws the ſonne of Sy- 
racke, Secke not ont the things that are too hard for thee; neicher 
ſearch the things that are above thy firength; bur what is commanded 
thee, thinke therenpon with reverence, &c. Ecclas, 3. about the 21 and 
22 verſes, ſee that which followes, the place is excallent to this pur- 
poſe. For behold, God is great and excellent, and weknow him nor, 
faith Elin, fob 36.26, —_— cogitatu z oufYery thoughts 
cannot comprehend him, as the vulgar Latine makes Jeremie ro ſpeake, 
Tr.32.19. No but his very wayes are paſt hnding out ;asS.Pawl ſaith, 
Kom. 11-33. And therefore that we be nor, ilitie curiofi, unlawtully co- 
rious, lerusabſtaine from fearching into ſuch depths and ſecrers con- 
cerning God, as he hath reſerved unto himſelte, 
Bur yet that we be not, damnabiliter ingrati, as S. Ambroſe ſpeakes, 
condemned for ingratitude ;let us uſe our beſt diligenceto and 
what God hath revealed of himſelfe, For howloever the ſecrer things 
belong unto the Lord ; yet things revealed belong unto us and our 
children for ever, ſaith the Scriprure, Dext.2 9.29, And therefore ſuch 
things weare bound to know;as well as beleeve neither can we be ig- 
norant of them withoar fin : there being as well fins of ignorance, as 
of errour and infidelitie : which made the kingly Prophet to pray, De- 
li Fa juventutis mee & ignorantias meas ne memineris, as the Latines reade 
- + ow 25. Pal. about the, verſe, & e. __. _ O _— 
ns of my youth, nor yet my ignorances. And ourChorch pray 

in the 4 rhat ir would pleaſe God ro forgive us all our fins, neg- 
ligences, and ignorances ; which ſhonld never be done, if ignorance 
were not replitl and accounted fin. Andif ignorance in generall be 
ro be ſo eſteemed ; then ignorance of God much more : which =_— 
plainly by that fearfall judgement, which S. Paw/ threatens, ſaying, 
When the Lord Jeſus ſhall ſkew himſelfe from heaven, wirh his __ 
tie Angels, in flaming fire, rendring vengeance untothem that doe 
not know God, 2 Thefſ.1.8, And David tothe ſame purpoſe ; Powre 
out thy wrath upon the heathen, that have not knowne thee,Pſak79.6. 
And therefore howſoever we may not inquire, neither can know, quid 

ſit Dexs : the quidditie, as I may fo ſpeake, i. e, the nature and 
of God : (of which nr ary cy hes and es are tobe un- 
derſtood : ) yer quis fat Dexs, & qualis, & que ejms #28 Zanchy 
ſpeakes : 
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ſpeakes : i. 6 who God is, and what manner of God hee is, and what 
the will of God is : All theſe we muſt and are bound to know z neither 
caution ef great and fearfull fin: (as I aid . 
F 
Firſt, q»i-; who he is, that thereby we may be enabled todiſtinguiſh 
and diſcerne berweene the ue God and falſe gods ; and ſo keepe onr 
ſelves wichin the compaſlle of rightreligion,by ſerving 8 c—_— 


only the rrue Gd ; and norfall intorhe ous downfalse 
ſaperſtition . by worſhipping and ſerving thoſe as gods, 
that are no gods, contrary to the firſt : Thou ſhalt have none 


other gods bur mee : as S. Paw manifeſtly proves, the Gentiles in the 
rime of cheir ignorance to have done, ſaying, That even then, when 
they knew not Godzthey did ſervice unto them, which by nature are 
no gods, G4.4.8. No gods indeed. Nay, ſome of them have beene {© 
farre from gods, as that they were ſcarce good men, bur ſuch as were 
defiled, ftupris, libidinibus, adukeriis, aliiſq, enormibus ſeeleriius : With 
rapes, incelts, adulteries, nnnaturalllufts, and divers other enormons 
wickednefles : as T ertwllian and LefFantins have obſerved ; non ex poets- 
rum ſolum, verumetiane phi ſcriptis ; nor out of the writings of 
fabulous Poers only, buralſo of graveand learned Philoſophers. Nay, 
ſome of chem have growne to ſuch an height of madneſſe in this kinde, 
as to give divine honour, not only to dead men, but even to inferiour 
creatures alſo; vil/{imis quidem & ab jefiſſinais ; even the moſt vile and 
contemptible ; as ro oxen, cats, crocodiles ; yea, and very mice 
and rats coo ; and that with ſuch violence and earneftneſſe, as that a 
multicnde of ians could hardly upon atime be reſtrained, nei- 
ther by the command of their owne Governour, nor the feare of the 
Roman power, from ruſhing into the houſe, and laying violent hands 
_ a certaine citizen, qui Felm 

venture only and unawares, had cat, one of their ſuppoſed 
deities :as Cicero is ted by mine Auchor, ſome where to have re- 
lated. Others have the Sunne, Moone, and Starres, together 
with the whole hoaſt of heaven ; yea, and the very clemencsalfo : que 
& fats fant, & ſenſu carent, which are not onely creatures themſelves , 
bur which is more,inſenfible. Nay, fome ing yet lower, have ta- 


ken the very n-herbs; as the Garlike,the Qnion, and the Leeke, 
intorhen of their gods : which gave Ixvenal to give 
them this jerke in his Satyrs; ſaying, O ſandZar genies, quidus bec na- 
Jauntur mn bortis Numuna : O holy nations, that have ſuch deiries grow- 


ing in their gardens, — ————  _” 


-— ed eccideraty, which by miſe Epiſtels 
I a 
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Non : when as the divine oracles of cruth yeeld us ſach plenti- 
| proofes of m:ns midneſſ in this kinds : as of Gods owne people 
Iſrael off:ring up ſons and daughters unto [dols, devils ; and worſhip- 
ping gods mide with hands, as of gold and (ilver, wood and Rone,and 
the likz ; molten, graven, and carved images, For the Smich (fGaich the 
Propher E/ay ) cakech an inftrament and worketh in the coles, and fa- 
ſhionech ic wich hammers z and worketh ic wich che ſtrength of his 
armes,$%c.and che Carpenter ſtretcheth our a line,he faſhionerh it wich 
a red chreed;he planerh it;aad he pourtrayerh ic wich che compaſſe,and 
maketh ir after the figure of a man; and according to the beauty of a 
man, that it may remain? in the houſe, &c, And all this of a peece of 
wood ; whereof hee barnech parc ia the fire; and upon another part 
thereof he catech fleſh, hee roaſterh the roaſt and is facisficd ; alſo hee 
warraeth himſelfe, and ich, Aha, I am warms, I have beene ar the fire, 
And che reſidue thereof hee makech a god, even his idoll ; hee bowerh 
unto It, and worſhippeth : and prayerh unto ic; and faich,deliver me ; 
For thou art my god, Eſay 44. 11,12, 16,17, verſes : 
” But oh, what gods are theſe? gods void of being ; 
(Save by their hands that ſerve them) gods unſeceing, 
New upſtart gods,of yeſterdayes deviſe; 
To men indebted for their deities, 
Gods made with hands; gods wichout life or breath, 
Gods which the ruſt, fire, hammer conquereth. 
Bur our God's the Lord ; th'invincible alone : 
The All-ſceing God the everlaſting one. 
As Du Barts divinely. 


And thus youſee, what fearfull and horrible effefts have proceeded 
from the want of the knowledge of the true God. To prevent which 
amongſt our ſelves, our firſt and chiefe care ought ro be, eſpecially 
fince we profeſle to beleeve in God, tojoyne to our faich, knowledge, 
andlearne, quis fit Dexr, who this true God is, 

Secondly, Qualir, it is neceffarie alſo for us roknow, not onely 
who he is, bur what manner of God he is, of what qualities, of whar 
condicions ; which is to be done by his attribures, which are ſo ter- 
med, becauſe they are termes or tiles truly atcribured and given unto 


. him; As ipſum magir bominibus declarandum : that thereby men may 


the berter and the more cafily(according to their capaciries)conceive 
and underſtand ſomerking of him, Andrthey are of ewo forcs ; either 


» 
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within him, or wichout him. Wichour him,is his name only,fo often 
en of, and ſo much magnified in many places of the Scripture : as 
9.16. where it is ſaid of Pharaoh : I have appointed thee to ſhew 

my power in thee, and to declare my name thorowour all the world. 
And againe : The Lord is a man of warre, his name is Jehovab, Exod, 
15.3. When they ſhall heare of thy great name, and of chy mightie 
hand, and ſtretched our arme, &c. 1 Reg.$.42; And of the houſe char I 
have builc for thy name : ſaich Solomon, ver{.48. of the ſame chapter. 
Yea, the Lord of Hoſts is his name; faith the Prophet Eſay 51.15. I 


. ama great King (faith the ſame Lord of Hoſts) & my name is terrible 


among the Heathen,44al.1. 14. To which purpoſe our Saviour Chriſt 
himſelfe hath ravght us to pray unto God, ſaying; Hallowed be thy 
name, Matth.6.9. Secondly, within him : in which fenſe, an acrri- 


bute of God, Eff divine & ſumplicifſime eſſentie, pro diverſa agendi ratio» Dudley 
nez diverſa & <4 nobis oxuris, & < if A as mine Author Fenner, 


ſpeakes : thar is, Ic isa crue, bur divers forme or manner of expreſſion 
or appearing of thedivine, and melt ſimple effence of God unto us, 
and our conceir, in regard of itsdivers manner of working and opera- 
tion: asthar hee is true, juſt, mercifull, long-ſuffering : yea, full of 
compaſlion, {low to anger, and of great kindnefſe : as David expreſes 
him, Pſal.103.8, That he is powerfull, patient, pirifull, loving, libe- 
rall, and a rewarder of chem that ſeeke him : as the Apoſtle, Heb. 11.6. 
Thar he is wiſe, ſtrong, all-ſuficient, righteous in all his wayes, and 
holy in all his works : as the Palmiſt, Pal.145.17, That hee is invi- 
fible, immorrtall, immutable : Imms immenſus Dems, intra onmia ſed non 
_— ;& extra omnia ſed non excluſives : as an ancient Father : thar is, 
A God fo great and immenſe, as within all s, yet hee is nor 
included or incloſed ; and —_ all chings, a or 
ſhur our. And that which is yet more, that hee is not all theſe things 
in the concrete or adjeftive onely ; but in- the abſtraft alſo and the 
ſubſtantive, as Truth ir ſelfe, Juſtice ic ſelfe, Goodneſle it felfe, Love, 
Kindnefſe, Mercie, and che like. As if you would abſtraft all, or any 
of theſe from all other things, and conſider ic in ir ſelfe alone : as'a 
man may ſay z Bonum bonum, or a good why this is God, 
and ſo inall thereſt, All cheſe qualities bei indeed ſo cflearially, 
and in their ioninhim, as that they muſt nor, nonor in 
veric leaſt of our imaginations, and moſt retired thoughts, be ſepa- 
rated or divided from him. As for inſtance, Bonitss eft epaths Dei "gs 
omnes creaturss benefica : Gods is rhac efſenciall qualirie 
kim, whereby he doth manifeſt his bountie and —m—— 
D 3 | 
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all his creatures, making his Sunne to ariſe on the evill and the 

and ſending raine on the juſt and unjuſt : as our Savieur himſclte de 
clares him, A7at'.5.45. which is an effe& only of his goodneſſe. To 
which purpoſe, you may ſee allo it you pleaſe, 1 T im. 4.10. and Pſal. 
34-90. and divers other paſſages and places in holy Writ ; expreſſing 
the ſame in this large patent. And to this qualitle of goodnefſe in 
God, apperraine alſo other qualicies reſpeQing his creatures, either 
ſimply as creatures, as his Love and Grace : or as wretched creatures 
and in miſcrie, as doth his Mercie. The love of God firlt, being, Eſen- 
tia Dei omnes creatur#s immerito diligens : Such an effenciall qualicie in 
him, as whereby hee ſhewes and expreſſes ſundrie effeRy of his aid 
love toall his creatures, even withoue their deſert: acc to thac 
of the Apoſtle: When the bounrifulneſſe and love of God appeared 
toward man, not by the works of — which we had done, 
&c. Tit.3.4. And the grace of God next, ſuch another effenciall qua- 
liciein him, @#z onmes creatures immerito favet : Whereby hee is fa- 
vourable and indulgent rowards themalſo, though they be never fo 
rebellious rowards him. Which qualitie of his, D-vid expreſſes, when 
he ſaith : Theeyes of all wait upon thee, and chou givelt them mear 
in due ſeaſon : thou openelt thy hand, and filleft all things living of 
thy good pleaſure: Pjal.145.15,16. Now this good pleaſure is no- 
thing elſe, bur his graciouſneſſe toward them. And what is of grace 
is not of works, faith Saint Paxl, Rom. 11.6. And laſtly, Gods 
mercie is likewiſe an effenciall qualitie in him ; Ou omnizm creatur- 
rum miſeriis aliquo modo ſmecurrit : Whereby in one kinde or other hee 
ſuccours and releeves all his creatures,that are in miſerie and diftrefle, 
according to that in Exodus; The Lord ſtrong, mercitull, and graci- 
ous,flow to anger,and abundant in goodneffe and in truth ;reſerving 
on ge thouſands, forgiving iniquirie, tranſgreſſion and fin, &c. 
Exod.34.6. 

And what hath beene thus faid and ſhewed of theſe few, of the at- 
tribures of God, may be likewiſe proved and affirmed of all other his 
qualities and divine properties whatſoever. Which are things verie 
necefſarie to be well knewne and underſtood by all crue Chriftians, 
and ſuch as profeſſe to beleeve in God. For without this knowledge 
they muſt needs faile, and come hort of many Chriſtian verrues nece(- 
farily required to their ſoules health. As for example : The know- 
_—_ is juſtice ſerves to inns a fearfulnefle to offend him, 

an awfulnefſe and dread of his moſt holy name: as alſo mo 
fu 
ng: 


then the faith and confidence of the poore afflited, and fuch as 
wro 
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wrong : in that they know, that in good time the Lord wlll revenge 
their injuries forthem, puniſh cheir opprefſours, and cauſe them ro 
ſee their defire upon their enemies, becauſe he is juſt, The knowledge 
of his mercie ſerves to raiſe usup in hope; that thongh wee have 
commirred fins, and remaine till tull of weakneſſes and infirmities: 
yer that in time upon our repentance and amendment, they ſhall be for- 
given us. The knowledge of his truth ſerves to beger in us a Itvely 
and ſtedfaſt faith in his promiſes: and the knowledge of his love, to 
inflame and ftirre up our love towards him _—_ And laftly, the 
knowledge of his goodneſſe, kindnefſe,bountitulnefſe,patience,long- 
ſuffering, forbearance of us, and the like, ſerves to renew many other 
vercnes in us, anſwerable to cach of rcheſe qualicies in him, which o- 
therwiſe would be ready to langviſk and dye: but eſpecially ro pro- 
cure our gratitude and thankfulnefſe rowards him, for all ſuch favours, 
as from time totime he hath intheſe ſeverall kindes conferred and be- 
ſtowedupon us: who indeed defires rather that we ſhould thankfully 
remember wh ar he hath beene unto us, than curiouſly ro affeft whar he 
is in himſelfe. So that in theſe reſpetts and ſundrie others, which 
| might be ſpoken of, you cannot chuſe but ſee and perceive, how ne- 
ceſſarie a thing ic is for all true Beleevers to know , Dualis ſit Dew, 
What manner of God the true God is, which is the ſecond circum- 


ſtance. 7 

The third and laſt followes : Que fit ejus volunts : What the will 
, of God is. poonety>—nn this, you muſt know , that in God there 

is aidrobe a two-fold will : Vabmtes beneplaciti, and Voluntar figns ; 
as the Schoole-men diſtinguiſh ir : thar is, the will of Gods good 
pleaſure, and the will ot the figne of is; or an antecedent and 
a conſequent will ; as fome of the Fathers: oran omnipotent. and 
powerfull will, anda will lefſe powerfull; as S. Auguftine : or an ab» 
ſolare will, and a will condittonall ; as others. All which diviſions 


reachns (as a learned Door of our owne Church hatch in former D:.cover. 


times well obſerved) that rhere be pares, (ome vevealed, ſome fecrer, 
of that ; which yer is no more diversor many, than ic is poſſible for 
the efſence of rhe Godhead ro be more than one : nor that be is con- 
rrarie in his will, buc chat his will as yer is not wholly revealed. So 


farre hee. 1 Sam. E, 


Now the firſt parrof this will, chat is, the fecrer and reſerved patr, rg. 


is ſhut up within the doſer of Gods owne facred boſome : as the Ark Numb+4- 
char muſt not be pried into : the mounnaine, that neither man nor po 


beaſt may prefume to touch :; he brightſome” Suane, that with the , , 
rayes 


Fpift-4. 
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rayes of his glorious luſter, dazles the eyes of curious beholders : 
the way of an Eagle in the aire, and the path of a ſhip in the waters, 
whole track may not be eſpied, nor enquired after ; but only admired 
adored afarre off, For of this, hath God pronounced, O homo,tu 
quires? Rom.9.20, O man, who art thon that doeſt, that dareſt ran- 
lack the bowels of my privie Councels? ſeeing my judgements are 
like a great deepe : as Pſal.36.6. that is, ſodeepe, ſo botromleſſe, as 
thar rhey are not to be ſounded or fathomed b ty ſhallownefſe. The 
other part of Gods will is and revealed, divulged and proclai- 
med in a full Courtand \ſ-whly of men and Angels to all che world : 
and that is his will revealed in his Word. And this challenges ard ex- 
atts, borh a diſtin knowledge, and an entire obedience ; yea there- 
fore our knowledge, that ir may be obeyed : for as affefed know- 
ledge in the former is dangerous ; ſo affefted ignorance in this latter 
is damnable. 

Now then, if we muſt doe this revealed willof God, then likewiſe 
know ir, yea and know God too, inandby ir, as well as by his attri- 
bures, or any other his works whatſoever: ocherwile withour this 
latter, ic is impoſſible ro attaine unto the former. For, Qui Den ne- 
ſeitis, vias ejus quomods noviſtis ? ſaith S, Ambroſe : If you doe not * 
know God, how can you elther knowthe will, or walk in the wayes 
of God? And therefore God himſelfe, upon his reconciliation, and 

miſe of a new covenant with his people Iſrael, tels chem, firſt 
that hee will pat his Law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts: and then asa confirmation of the faid covenant, hee addes : 
That they ſhould not need to bid one another to know the Lord: 
For they ſhall all know me (Girh hee) from the leaſt of them ro the 
| mr, Ierem, 31.33, 34. which is as much as if hee ſhould 
ve faid ; Thar untill men know God, they cannot have his Law 
writtenin their hearrs : #nd ſo neither ſubmic their underſtanding ro 
the beleefe and knowledge of ir, for matter of doftrine , nor ſubjeft 
their wils and affe&ions ro the obedience and praftice of ir in their 
lives & converſations. And therefore for theſe reaſons beforeexpreſ- 
ſed, ler ws be perſwaded ro uſe our beſt diligence and endevour to at- 
rtaine unto the knowledge of rhe three former circumſtances concer- 
ing God. For thisis life eternall, that men know rhee, the onely true 
,and whom thou haſt ſent Jeſus Chriſt, faith our Saviour him- 
ſelte, 7ob.17.z. From whence Zanchy our Proteſtant Schoole- 
man inferres, that if ic be life ro know God, it muſt needs be no leſſe 

than death, notro know him, or to be ignorant of him, - 
0 
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To conclude then : as a curious ſearching into thoſe ſecrets of 
God, whichare not revealed, ſerveth bur to breed a contewpr of rhoſe 
things which are revealed untous; in regard whereof, ir is greater 
ierie to beleeve them, than to ſtrive tro know them: fo on the ocher 
fide, to be abſolucely eicher or carelefſe of thoſe things thar 
concerne us, and which God hath revealed unto us, is a plaine evidence 
of our floth, and negligence of our owne ſalvation. In the former 
whereof, it isnot ſo much ro belamenced, that wee ſearch and cannoc 
comprehend ; as rhat in the latter, wee mighe comprehend, it wee 
wnnkl bur take the painzs to ſearch. For, @«: querent iuentent : 
that ſceke (hall finde, Afatth.7.7. even the knowledge of the true 
Godaad of his wayes. 

Now then God hath revealed and made himſelfe knowne to his 
Church and chileren after a three-told manner, viz. m— o_ 
do, Spirando, that is, by his works, words, and Spiric ; by his works in 
the creation, and conſervation of the world : by his Word in his holy 
Scri _ ; by his boly Spiric, in reſtifying to our ſpirir, by his ſecrer 
working and inſpiration in our hcarcs and foules, nut onely that hee 
is God, bur that he is our Godalſo in particular, fo that wee may and 
muſt relye and depend upon him, and none bur him,uponall occaſions 
whatſoever. 

Now theſe heads are too large and long to be handled to the full, 
by way of Catechiſme : and thereforefor this time, you muſt be fati(- 
ficd with that, whichthe words of our Creed teſtifie, and declare con- 
cerning him; that is, That he is the Father Almighcie, Maker of Hea- 
ven & Earth, Vide A.17.2 4. Ahd here you ſee,thar the firſt attribute 
or title, that is given unto God, is, that he is called Father, I beleeve ins 
God the Fatber$c. And that may be in this place,in a rwo-fold reſpeR. 
Firſt, inreſpe of creation; and {© he is the Father of the world, and 
all chat is therein, anJ therefore here is ſubj-yned, Aſaker of Heaven 
and Earth : Secondly, in reſpeCt of naruryll generarion ; and fo hee is 
the father of Jeſus Chriſt alone. And therefore followesthar, And in 
Teſus Chrift bis onely Sonne. Concerning the firfſt, it is aid by the Pro- 
pher, Have we nor all one Father ? hath not one God created u:? Adal, 
2.10, And againe, Is not hee thy Father that hath made thee ? Dent, 
32.6. And notonely of man, bur of all otherchings he is laid co be the 
Father by creation, as in the kooke of 155: Who is the tarher of rhe 
raine, or who hath begotten the drops of dew? out of whoſe woinbe 
came the ice, or who hath red the froſt of Hzaven? 14 38. 
28,29, thereby inſinuating thar _ only is che farher of theſechings : 


and 
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and therefore well may wee fay, I bekeve in Gad the Father. Bur moſt 
eſpecially in regard of his naturall facherhood to his Sonne, and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, whom hedidbeger in the womb of erernicie,be» 
fore all worlds, according to that of the PGlmift ; Ex wtero ante luci- 
ferum gem te ; as the Vulgar Latine reads it, P/2.1.10.3. thar is, I have 
begorren thee in my womb before the morning lighe : or inthe words 
of Eſay, Before the day way, lam, To which purpoſe S. Auguſtine doth 
here take occalion wictily ro obſerve againſt the Arrians: Quod cums 
Dei Patris, noxen in a__—_ congangiter : That when the vame of 
Father, is in this Creed and Conteftion of faith, joynedunro the name 
of God : Oſtendit,qued net antea Des efſe cepit & peſtea Pater : ſed ſine 
wil initio, & Dens ſempereſt, & Pater eſt : It ſhewes (faith he) that God 
was not firſt and Father after, bur chat wichour any beginning, even 
from all ecernitie, hee was both God and Father: and therefore ic is 
faid : I beleeve in God the Father : ſo that when thou heareſt God Riled 
F ather, acknowledge, contefle, and beleeve, that he hath a Sonne truly 
begotten ; in r:gard of whom heeis as truly and juſtly called Father, 
a3 hee that poſſe{ſeth any thing iscalled an Owner, or hee that rules 
over any thing is called a Lord. So that the word Father inthis place, 
is a wordof a deep and ſecret myſterie. The word onely and truly be» 
ing the Sonne, where God in this ſenſe is the Father, And therefore 
faith S. F-bn; In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God, Toeh.1.r. God of God, light of 
light, verie God of vcrie God, begotten of his Father before all 
worlds : as the Nicene Creed profefſ-ch. 

Neicher letany be ſo faucie, asto enquire how this Father could, 
or did beger this Sonne (as Saint Anguſte goes on) ſeeing the verie 
Angels thereofare ignorant: andir is a fecrer not revealed to the Pro- 

ers, Whence Efay criez out, Generationem cus queis enarrabit ? Who 
thall declare his generation ? Eſay 53.8. And therefore ler ir notenter 
inco our cogirations, how this or that can be eff-&zd,orcome to paſſe, 
bur onely beleeve z ſeing the next word tels us, that God is Almigh- 
tie : and therefore it he be Almightie, nothing can be unpoſlible unto 
him. T beleeve in Ged the F.utber Almightie. And that hee is Almightie, 
that is, able to doe wharſoever he will, yea and morethan lice will roo, 
ic is manifeſt 28 well by his words as by his works. By his word firſt ; 
as where he declares as muchof bimſelte by his faichfull ſervant Abra- 
bem, ſaying; Tam Gad all-ſufficienc, or Almightie, Gezeſ.17.1, And 
againe, Iam Alpha and Oaxga, thebeginning and theending, faich 
the Lord, which is, and which was, and whichis ro come, even che 

Almightic, 
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Almightic, Revel.1.8, And as his Word thus declares him, in the firſt 
and the laſt books of the fame, and indeed all overir , if proofe were 
wanting ; ſo his works ſpeake the like of him, even from the verie be- 
ginning to the ending of the fame booke. Andin particular, where 
they expreſſe himto be the Maker of Heaven and Earth: thar is, of all 
things the univerſall world doth containe, as well above as below ; as 
well heavenly as carthly;as well ſpiricuall as corporall, Which is cſpe- 
cially in the firſt of Genefis, bur ſeconded and confirmed in _ 
ſages and places of Scripture beſides : as in the Pfalmes: When I 
behold (faith David) thine heavens, even the works of thy fingers, 
the Moone &the Stars which thou haſt ordained : and how thou haſt 
made wan lictle lower than thy ſelfe,and crowned him with glorieand 
honour : Thou haſt made him to have dominion over the works of 
thy hands, &c. Pſal$. all overthe Palme. To which purpoſe ſee alſo 
As 17.about verſ.24. and fo forward : which made Saint Auguſtine to 
crie our unto him ; Ommipetens manus tus ſemper una & eadem, creavit in 
clo Angeles, in terrs vermiculas, non ſuperior in illis, non inferior in iſtis : 
that is, The ſtrengrh or power of thy hands is omnipotent, yea, and 
alwayes one and the ſame ; which as it creared the glorious Angels in 
heaven, fo likewiſe the lictle wormes in the earth : neicher is it any 
whit greater inthoſe, or leſſer in theſe : bur, Dews its artifex mages 
in magnit, ut non fit minor in minimi« : But his power and might ap- 
aresas muchin che leaſt, as in the greateſt of his creatures, 

And this may ſerve firſt ro ſtrengthen us in our faith, and truſt co 
God, and ro make ns wich the more confidence to have recourſe unto 
him, by prayer and —_— becauſe wee know and beleeve thar 
he is Almightie : and therefore as che Leaper faid ; Maſter, if thou 
wilr, thou canſt make mee cleane, Matth.$.2. So we may be ſure, rhar 
whar promiſes of mercie or goodnefſe foever the Lord hath made nn» 


ro us in his word, he will in hisdue time : becauſe wee be- 
2_ hee which hath iſcd is able to doeit ; as S. Pau! ſpeakes, 
4-21, 


, thisteaches us alſo, that as God is able to ſuccour us, and 
providefor us, becauſe Almightie: fo likewiſe trodefend us, that no 
enemie, ghoſtly or , isable ro prevaile againſt us ro our deftru- 
Qion or confution. And cherefore thatin all our troubles we pur our 
whole cruſt and confidence in him and his mercie, as well for the falva- 
tion of our ſoules, as the preſervation of our bodies : this being the 
vittorie that overcommerh the world, even our faith , fairh S. Jobn, 
L Tob.5.4, EONOIIT a.m Ante 

2 T bekeve 


Lib.» FC 
Kelig. (4). 
I 3, pg. 
256, 
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T beleve im God the Father Almightie, char is, 1 doe depend and put my 
truſt in him : for as S. Augrfline (whom I undercooke ar the firſt ro 
follow, eſpecially in this diſcourle) hath rightly obſerved , the arti. 
cle doth nor ſay, Credo Deo, or Creds Daum, but onely Credo in Dam, 
that is, it doch nor (ay, I beleeve God,or I beleeve that there is a God: 
but onely, I belzeve in God. For to beleeve God,is to belceve that whac 
God ayes is crue, which many wicked men and verie r2probates may 
doe : againe, to belceve that there is a God, and thar hee that made 
beaven and carth, is that Cod : Hee & demones poſſmnt : why even the 
veric D:vils doe the ſame : Credere vero in Dam, ſoli novernnt qui dilli- 
grnt ilum : bur ro belceve in God,they only know how thar love him, 
andare become the children of God, by the grace of adoption, and by 
their faich and beleefe in God : and therefore becauſe they doe truly 
and ſincerely love God, they are emboldened to ſay, Thelere in God 
the Father A'mightie, Maker of Heaven and Earth, &c, 

And here i might take cccafionto ſhew you, how that in this little 
Prepolition, Tr, this ſmall word confiſting of rwo of the ſmalleſt ler- 
ter, i,n, doth conſilt che whole ſumme and ſubſtance of our Chriſtian 
Religion. Tots pictes tatnſque Dei culins atque religis : as Zamchbins 
ſpzakerh. For who ever did truly and uprightly worſhip and ſerve 
God, but our of truſt in God ? whoever did awfully and filially feare 
God, butbecauſe he did truſt in God ? who ever did unfainedly and 
ſincerely love God, bur ir d from his truſt in God? whoever 
did make conſcience of his wayes,by ayoyding anddcclining evill,bur 
through hope and truſtin God Þ who ever was carefull ro obey God, 
and walk in the waizs of God,by a Chriſtian converſation,bur that he 
did beleeve & truſt iaGod ? what makes the difference berween Saints 
and {inners, between the reprobate and the righteous, berween Iuda 
& Peter;but onlyrruſt & want of traſt in God ?wherfore was the world, 
& all that therein is,at the the firſt created, but only ro make men truſt 
in God ? Howcame it by thefall of men and Angels tobe corrupred, 
but onely becauſe they forſooke their truſt in God ? and wherefore 
was it againe redeemed at the laſt, but onely to renew mens truſt in 
God ? wherefore are all thoſe many and manifold bleflings, jols & polz, 
as well of earth as heaven, conferred and beſtowed upon the children 
of God, bur orely becauſe they truſt in God ? and: wherefore are all 
Gods curſes and heavie judgements, both of this world and that which 
is to come, inflifted upon the wicked and enemies of God, bur on?:ly 
becauſe they have r-fuſed totruſt in God Þ- would wee then avoyd and 
decline the heavie wrath and vengeance of God, prepared —_ 
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Devill and his angels, ler us truſt in God or would wee be inveſted 
with the gloriouslibercy of the ſons of God, and made partakers of 
the plentivus redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus : why.chenler us truſt 
in God. Credere Deumyto beleeve that there is a God,cannot doe it for 
this the devils doe beleeve, and yer hey tremble. Credere Deo, to be- 
leeve that God is juſt and crue, comes likewiſe ſhort of ir, for chis rhe 
wicked may doe, nay, they ſhall due, not onely beleeve, bur finde and 
feele roo, the (ruch of Gods judgements and threatnings againſt chem 
for their (ins,to their greater terror and confuſion. But Credere in Dem: 
This little Monoſyllable, In, added ro it, only ſhall and can effeRir. 
Loe, here then is the little cloud that aroſe our of the ſea, no big- 
ger than a mans hand ; out of which, notwithſtanding, did fall a great 
raine, 1 Reg.1$. 44, 45 verſes. Loc here is the lictle well, that grew 
incoa great river, and flowed over with great waters, Eſtber 10. 6. in 
the Apocripba. Loe here nor only the Iiades, but the Odifſes roo of 
Homer ; nay, the workes and writings of the whole world, as well fas 
cred as x rophane, within the ſhell of a nur: For wbart good uſe is to 
be made of them alL;bur only ro cauſe men to truſt in God ? which ſer- 
vice, if they doe nor in ſome fort or other promote and advance for- 
ward. They ſhall borne in the end like ſtubble, and vaniſh like chaffe 
beforethe face of the winde, as being lighter than ſmoak or vanirie it 
ſelfe. If then the Goſpell of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, may 
ficly be counted and called the Compendinne of the whole Bible, and 
this the Apoftles Creed, the abridgement of the Goſpell : then likt- 
wiſeourlictle, In, here ; maynor unficly be tiled the epirome of the 
Creed. For whereas there may be ſaid ro be two parts of the Creed, 
viz, Adutierequired, and rewards ſed for the faichfull diff arch 
and performance of the faid dutie : This, In, doth fully che 
dutie, inbeleeving in the Father, in the Son, and in the Ghoſts 
and (o conſequently, not only-inticle us to, bur inveſt us with the re- 
wards, (and they are rich rewards too) by making us members of the 
holy Catholike Church, and pattakers of the Communion of Sainrs, 
forgiveneſſe of (ins,reſurreftion of the body, and life everlaſting. And 
therefor: if wee were wont ro wonder, when wee were children and 
ſchoole-boyes, ar the dextericie of him, that could wrice the Pater 
nofter within the compaſſe of a penny (pardon the Jownefſe of the come 
pariſon) then much mor? may wenow admire the infiaize wiſdome 
of Ged, that could ccntrive the whole fabſtance of his owne will,$ 
our worſhip, into {© ſmall a volume as ewo (mall lert--s ; and yer this, 
as you have ſeene,is ſully and ac larg-: p' rformed. And this may ſerve ro 
E 3 checke - 
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checke and condemneonr dulnefſe,and backwardnefſe in Gods ſervice, 
that having ſo ſmall a lefſon to learne, and to rake forrh,we are ſo long 
in l-arning ir, and fo hardly brought ro put it inpraftice and executi- 
on. For who is there that truly beleeverh and purteth hisrruſt in God, 
as ic behoverh aChriſtianman to doe? But ſome pur their truſt in cha- 
riors, and ſomo- in horſes, as the Scripture ſpeakMh : Some in the 
ſirengrh ofthcic owne armes, and others in the invention of their own 
braines ; ſome in the fatneſſe of their owne fields,and fertilitie of their 
owne ſoyles ; and others intheir owne policies, in their owne paines, 
in ſo much as they offer ſacrifice ro their nets, and burne incenſe ro 
their yarne ;as the Prophet complaineth of them, Habacuk 1. 16. So 
that we may juſtly take up Devids complaint, and ſay : Loe theſe are 
the men that rake nor Ged for theiFftrengrh,but truſt ro the multitude 
of rheir riches, &c, Pſal.52, But theſe are but vaine things for vaine 
men to pur their truſt in: which made Fob to proteſt againſt ſuch vain 
confidence, ſaying, If I have made gold my hope,or ſaid to the wedge 
of gold, Thou art my confidence, Fob 31. 24. As knowing that, Spe- 
rand» pereunt, qui ſic peraxt : ſuch hypocrites hope thall periſh : as him- 
ſelfe may be ſaid rotranſlate ic, Tob 8, 13. Yea their confidence ſhall be 
cur off, and their truſt ſhall bebur as the houſe of a Spider : They may 
well leane uponrtheir houſe, bur ir ſhall not ſtand : yea, though they 
hold faſt by it, yer ſhall irnor indure, as there followes, verſes 14,15. 
For curſed is that man that truſtech in man, and maketh flzfh his arme, 
and with-draweth his heart fromthe Lord, Terem.17.5. And therefore 
Sabmm adviſerh us to truſt in the Lord with all our heart, and nor 
leane ſo much as to our owne wiſdome, Prov, 3. 5. For bleſſed are all 
they, faid David, rhat truſt in him, Pſal.2.12. Which ifir be ſo (fGaich 
$. Awften ) that they are bleſſed thar truſt in the Lord : T wac miſeri ſunt 
qui in ſe:T hey muſt needs be wretched and miſerable that traſt 
only torhemlſelves ; as the juſticiaries, andall that boaſt of their owne 
righteonſnefſe doe. But S, Paul faith, Oui gloriatur, in Domino glrietur: 
He that boaſteth, let him boaſt in the Lord, 1 Cor. 1. vtims, For as 
S. Auguſtine goes on : Nibil in te placet Deo, niſi quod babes ex Deo, &c, 
There is nothing in man that can be or is ac unto God ; but 
that which he bath received from God : and ſeeing there is 
no good thing in man, but what hehath received from God : Why 
doth he glory,ascthough he had not received ir, 1 Cor.4.7. Seeing then 


there is nothing in man, whether our ſelves or others, worthy of our 
truſt or dependance on him , letus be perſwaded, as well for the falya- 


tion of our ſoulcs, as the preſeryation of our bodies, m— 
0 


this place, Cre 
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of our former prratnny In, and to fay with the holy Apoſtles in 
in Daum &c, 

I might be much more plentiful in uſes on this ſubje&t, bur that T 
promiſed and intended brevitie : and therefore this ſhall ſuffice, 

Lather Gd well, that there was much Divioitie in Pronounes. And 
here you ſee, that there is ſome alſo, and tha: nor alittle, even in pre- 


policions. 


———————_—  ———————_—_—_ —_ — 


And in Feſus Chriſt his only Sonne our Lord, &c. 


WW Here we may firſt obſerve, as _—— ſpeaketh, Owomods in 
Patiemyſic & in Filzem credendum eft: That as we are to beleeve 
and par our truit in God the Father : as I ſhewed unto youthe laſt day : 
ſo likewiſe are we rodoe the like in the Son too. Ard in Teſus Chrift 
his onely Sorne&c, which (hewes him to be God as well as man,becauſe 
we are tO pur our truſt and beliefe in none but only God. And there- 
fore, Si Dews non ſit F ilius, ſed creaturs ; now erge colendus, nec aderandus ; 
asthe Fathcr goes on. If the Son were only man, and nor God, hee 
were not to be worſhipped and adored, neicher were we to invocate 
and call upon his Name, no nor yet to-beleeve and put ovr wuſt in 
him;buc being God of the ſubſtance of his Father,asthe Nicene Creed 
profeſſech : The God-head of the Father, of the Son, andof the Holy 
Ghoſt, being all one, the glory equall,the Majcftie coeternall,as Aths- 
nafins Creed hath it : therefore we muſt worthip this one God in Tri. 
nity, and Trinity in [[nity, neither confoundingthe Perſons, nor di- 
viding the ſubſtance; and as we faid, Ibclecvcin God the Father, fo 
likewiſe muſt we fay, I bel:eve in God the Son ; yea, and in God the 
Holy Ghoſt roo : as I may have occaſion ro ſhew more at large, it I 
evcr come tothe handling of that Article, I bekeve as the Holy GboiF, 
Now this doctrine ot beleeving in the Son, and of his God- head, 
and che like, tcackes us with the more confidence and boldneffe to re 
ly and depend upon him in the marter of our redemprion,and to have 
recour{e unto himin any ovr neceſſities and troubles, whether of body 
or ſoule; becauſe he is God,and therefore adlero accompliſh and bring 
to palſe whatſvever he hach undertaken, and findes to bee neceſſary 
and need{ull for us. And indeed ro whomelle [hould we goe, as Saint 
Peter (ſaith ; ſeeing he only hath the words of ercrnall lite, Job. 6. 68. 
And thexetore, Come unto me, faith he himielte, all yee thas arc _ 
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vie laden, and I will refreſhyou andeaſeyoo, Afatth.r1, 23, Bur this 
dofrine and n{e comes to be handled almoſt in every Sermon, and 
therefore I proceed. And in Jeſus Chriſt bis only Sonne our Lord. Where 
you ſee the next circumſtanceis the two names of this ſicred Perſon, 
that we x rofefſe to put our truſt and beleefe io z firſt Jeſus,then Chriſt, 
And in Ieſus { briſt. 
His firſt Name Jeſus, was the name appointed him by rhe Angell 
Gabriel, which was Gods meſſenger ſent unto his Mother, the Virgin 
Mary, ketore hee was conceived in her wombe, Luke 1.31, 32. where 
ic is Gid by him unto her, Feare not Agary, for thou halt found fa- 
vour with God : and behold thou ſhalc conceive in thy wombe and 
bring furth a Son, and ſhale call his name Jeſus : Thercalon alſo of the 
Name being ſer downe in Saint Matthewes Goſpell, viz. becauſe hee 
ſhall ave his people from their (ins, Matth.r. 1. Forthe word indeed 
fignifiech a Saviour and Deliverer; andtherefore is a name fitly given 
ro our Lord Chriſt ; becauſe the worke of our ſalvation both from fin 
and puniſhment, is wholly and onely wrought by him. Wholly, be- 
cauſe, as the Apoſtle faith, He is oh unto us of God, Wiſdome, and 
Righreouſheſle, and SanRtification, yea, and Redemption too, 1 Cor. 
1.30. And therefore he is able alſo to ſave them to the uttermoſt, har 
come untoGod by him ſeeing he ever liverh ro make incerceiſion for 
chem, Hebr.7.25. Yea, and only roo : For there isno ſalvation in any 
other, neicher any other name under heaven whereby men can b2 ſa- 
ved, AF; 4.12. And therefore he faich of himſclfe, I am the way, the 
rrurh, and the life, and no man commerh to the Father but by me, Toh. 
14.6. So that he that beleeverh in the Son hatheverlaſting life ; and hee 
that belceverh nor the Son, fhall nor ſee life, bur the wrath of God a- 
bidech on him, Job, 3. 36. Becauſe as there is but one God, fo bur one 
Mediatour berweene God and men,the man Chriſt Jeſus, 1 T im. 2.5. 
So thar he ray juſtly ſay, as in the Prophet, T orcular calervi ſolur, T have 
troden the wine-refſe alone, and ot all che people there was none 
with mee, Eſay 63.3. Forhowſoeverthere have beene many I-ſuſſer ia 
ancient times, as Teſs or Tofbua the ſon of Nun, Moſer ſuccefſour, Atts 
45. Teſws the ſon of Trſedecke, Ecches. 49. 12. I:ſns the ſun of Syrach, 
- $0.27. alſo Tefer, one of Saint F ax!s work-fellowes, called In- 
ftw, Coloſſ.4.11. And theſe, or ſome of theſe, have had their names a!- 
ſo given them by reaſon of ſaving and delivering: yer theirdeliveran- 
ces have not beene like this; from which, this I x s u s, the Sonne of 
God, which we profefſe here ro beleeve in, doth deliver thoſe that pur 
their cruſt in him : Bur their deliverance have beene onely _— 
chis 
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this ſpiricuall, theirs temporall ; this eternall, theirs from bondage, 
ſlavery,« r ſome preffures of the body; this from the meſt dangerous 
and fearfull fm and licknefſe of the foule. He fhall deliver his people 
from their ſins ;»t ſupra. And therefore as I can never be of wri- 
ting or ſpeaking of this ſaving Name Feſw ; but when I chinke I have 
written and ſpoken enough, could enter into a new diſcourſe of it, 
and begin againe : ſo be you never weary of hearing, reading, and be- 
leeving in it : ſeeing that through this Name, all that beleeve in him 
ſhall receive remiſſion of their ſins, as all the Prophers wirtneſle ; as ic 
is ſaid, As 10.43. yea, and rejoyce in ir roo; ſaying with Saint £#- 
guftine, O Feſic nomen dulce, nomen delefFabile, nomen comfortans ; O how 
lweer, how delightfull, how comfortable is thy fving name Jeſus un- 
to mee. For here is fuell indeed ro kindle the fire and teed the flame of 
j y to keepe irever burning on thealtar of our hearts,that we can ſay, 

belceve in Jeſas, 3. e. che onlySon of God, and Saviour of the world. 

This is char joy, which when we have once truly entertained, no man 
can take from us, as our Saviour himſelte fairh, Tb, 16.22. wherewirh 

re what pleaſure ſoever, andit is bur griefe ; all ſweet is ſowre 
unto this, and there is nothing that may delighe, but ic ſeemes trot- 
bleſome and offenſive in reſpeR of this, as devour S. Bernard hath well 
obſerved. Bur this is odor ſamtatiz, faith the Apoſtle, a ſweer ſmelling 
favour unto God, Epheſ.5.2. Dulcedo anime & ſenitas offiure, ſaith Sale 
mon, Sweerneſle ro the ſoule, and health to the bones, as Prov,16.24. 
which makes the very lips gratious, and the feer prerious of thoſe thar 
bring bur the ridings of it, faith the Propher, Mel iz ereymelus in anregu= 
bilum in corde ; As hony ſweerunto the mouth, as melody pleafanc co 
the eare, anda jubile triumph rothe heart ; ſochar, nil canitzr ſuxvine, 
nil auditur jucundius, nil cogitatuer dulcins quans Teſws Dei F ilins,faich an 
ancient Hymne of the Church ; there is nothing ſung that is ſo ſweer, 
nothing heard that ſo much delighterb, nothing thought on thar is 
ſo pleaſant as is this the name of Jeſus, the Son of the moſt high God. 

And here I might rake occafion to ſpeake of the publike rejoycing of 
this rime, for che birth of this our Saviour Jeſus, and ſhew you, as Leo 
faich, how that non far eft locum eſſe triſtitie ubi natalis eſt vite; ar the 

comming and birth of lite, there ought ro be no mourning, as in the 

dayes of dearhno man being ſecluded, excluded from the partaking of 

the publike joy of this time : bur tharthe righteous ought to rejoyce, 

gn ad palmam ; becauſe he drawes neere to the reward ot 

is well doing, andthe finner may rejoyce, quis invitatur ad veniam ; 

becauſe he is offered a pardon for his ill doing : but I forbeare to pro- 
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ceed any farther in this way, becauſe it belongs rather to the Preacher 
than che Carechilt thus io handle ic ; onely before I end this poinr, I 
am bold to invocate this our tweer Saviour, that propter ſemetipſum erit 
wobis Jeſus, even for his owne names ſake he will be pleaſed to fave ny 
from our fins, by granting us ſo much faith and cruſt in him, that wee 
may rely wholly upon him, and none bur him, fcr the falvation of our 
poore and (1nſu!l foules ; for if we ſhould mille of him, our bleſſed Sa- 
viuur and Redecmer, it were beitcr torus a thouſand wayes that wee 
were dogs or tcals, than men, for death co them is the end of all their 
woe, bur the death of a man without a Savivur, is burthe beginning 
of all his miſery and unhappineſſe, to enCure forever and ever ; aud 
therefore ler us (till be ſure to belecve in Jeſus. 

And in Teſus Chriſt : Where yee (ee that cur Saviour, our Deliverer, 
our Mediator and Meffias, is not knowne alrogether by the name of Je- 
ſus, bur ſometimes alſo by rhe name of Chriſt : and therefore Saint 
Matthew tices his Booke, The Booke of the Generation of ] x $u s 
CarisT, Matth.i.1, AndS. Paul faicth,thar Jeſus Chriſt is come in- 
to the world co fave ſinners, 1 T im,1.15. And the Apoſtles here reach 
us to fay, I beleeve in T:ſms Ebriſt : So that Jeſus may be faid tobe his 
propzr name, and Chriſt his Nomen appelativum, or Sir-name, as T er- 
tn{im (peakes;or Jeſus his name of Nature,and Chriſt of perſon, place 
or dignity, as other Divines : for as I have ſhewne before, as his name 
Jeſus ignites to fave and deliver, intimating his nature ſo his name 
Chriit, ignifies Meſhas, or Anointed, mages Office, which is 
15 be anvinced with rhe oyle of gladneſfle above his Fellowes, as the 
Pſalmilt fpeaketh. And therefore Andrew ſaid nmco his brother Simoy 
concerning him z we have found the Mefſias, which is by interprerati- 
on the Chriſt, that is, the Anointed one, Tob.1.41. Andi the woman of 
Samaria ſaid, I know well chat Meſſias ſhall come, which is called 
Chriſt, 1oh.4.25. Now the reaſon of this name is, becauſe as the three 
gr.ar Officers of the world in former times, 2iz. King,Prieſt,and Pro- 
ph er, were wont to be made by anointing ; ſo hee being ro beare theſe 
three parts in his owne perſon, for the benefit of his Church and cho- 
ſen, was likewiſe to be anointed by the Holy Ghoſt, and indeed to be 
called, o Chriftes, the anointed, as by way - 4 excellencie above all char 
were anointed before him, or ſhould be ever after him, 

Now if you deſire prootes that theſe chree Officers were conſecrated 
an: m'Je by anointing, atrend to that which followes : Firſt, Kings 
were {:, m..{c, for ſo aid God to Samwel, when he had choſen Davidto 
bz: 1.1, Aiic, anvint him, for this is he, 1 Sarw, 16.12, And fo Sale- 
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mon, concerning whom, his Father David ſaid, Let Zadeck the Prieft, 
and Nathazthe Propher, anoint him their King over Irae}, and blow 
yee the trumpet, and {ay,God fave King Salomon, 1 King, 34 And in« 
deed the firſt King of all that Nation Sanl himſelte was fo ordained, 
as it is aid, That Samwel cooke a violl of oyle and powred ic upon his 
head, and kifſed him and faid, is it not becauſe the Grad hath anointed 
thee to be capraine over his inhericance? 1 Sam,10.1, Thus much for 
Kings. 

Secondly, Prieſts were alſo ſo made, for God commanded Afoſer ro 
conſecrate Aarox to that Office, faying, Thou ſhalt take the anoin- 
ting oyle, and powre it upon his head,and anoint him, Exo4.29.7. And 
in the chird Chapter abour the 23, verſe, it is ſhewed how that anoin- 
ting oyle ſhould be made too, even of principall and coftly ſpices, as is 
there to be ſcene : And ther:tore David cals it the precious oyntment 
upon the head, that ran downe upon the beard, even Azrons beard, 
and went downe to the skirts of his clothing, P/al.133. 2. 

Thirdly, Prophets likewiſe, and Eliſha the ſon of Sh.qpha? ſhalt chou 
anoint tobea Prophet inthy roome, 1 Reg.1 9.16. And therefore faich 
Dzvid, Touch nor mine anvinted, and doe my Prophers no harme, 
P/:l. 105.15.S0 that oxrLord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt being to be 
come all cheſe unto us, and tht after a more excellent manner hee is 
callcd rhe Chritt,or anojnted,1s I ſaid before ; For God,even his owne 
God hathanointed him with the oyle of gladneſſe above his fellowes, 
Gich David, P(4.43.7. yea, even above them, for their offices laſted 
only during the time of this life, and in ſome of them not fo long,bue 
Chriſt is anointed to be an everlaſting King, Pricſt and Propher over 
his Church, even for ever andever. A King firſt roproredt us, fo faich 
D avid, I have ſet my King ovpon my holy hill of Sion, P/i1.2.6.for the 
Lord (hall give him the Throne of his Father David, ard hee ſhall 
reigne over the houſe of Tacob for ever,and of his Kingdom? there ſhall 
benoend, Loke 1.32, 33+ For all power is given unto mee borh in 
heavenand in earth, faich he himſelte, A£:2.28.18. Secondly, a Prieft, 
ro offer up even himſelfea facrifice npon the Crofle for onr tins; as in 
the Pſalme, The Lord hath ſworne and will not repent, Thou arc a 
Prictt for ever afrer the order of — Pſ«l.1 10.4. yea, becauſe 
he continaeth for ever, he hath an nnchangeable Priefttood, Heb. 7. 
24. who neederh nor daily, as thoſe high Prieſts, ro off-r up facrifice 
for his owne fins firſt, and then for the people, for this hee did once 
when he offered up himſelte, as there followes verſe 27. ſee alfo the 
ninch Chaprer of the ſame Booke,to the ſame purpoſe,ver[.24,25. - 
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And thirdly, a Propher, to reach and inſtruftus in the way of godli- 
neſſe and (alvarion, for of him was ir ſaid, I will raiſe them gpa Pro- 
pher among their brethren like unto thee,and I will pur my bords in- 
ro his mouth, and unto him ſhall ch.y hearken, Dew. 18. 15,18, Yea, 

the Spirit of che Lord is upon mee, faich the Propher Eſay of him, be- 
cauſe he hath anointed me to preach good ridings to the meek,ro bind 
up the broken hearted, Eſay 61. 1, And therefore ir is likewiſe faid of 
him, This ismy beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, heare yee 
him, Matth, 17.5. And therefore ſeeing he is thus anointed ro become 
all theſe chings unco us, ler us faichfully beleeve and pur our truſt in 

him,in this anointed one, and we alſo in an inlarged ſenſe ſhall be made 
wich him,and by himſpirituall Kings,Pcieſts and Prophers our ſelves, 
for he being Princeof the Kings of the earth, and loving us, and u a- 
ſhing usfrom our (ins in his bloud,hath made us alſo Kings and Prieſts 
unto God his Father, Revel, 1. 5, 6, verſes. Firſt, Kings to bearerule 

over our owne hearts, and to malter our owne rebellious rhoughts, 
wils, and aft-&ions, that ſo ſin may not reigne in our mortall bodies, 
nor weobey it in the luſts thereof, as Saint Paw! ſpeakerh, Rom. 6. 12. 

but as kings and conquerours may fight a good fight, and overcome 

thecorruptions ofourowne hearts, that wichour reſiſtance will in 

the end deſtroy our ſoules. Secondly, Prieſts ro offer up ro God many 

ſpirituall ſacrifices : As firſt of Prayer, for ſo faich David, Lermy 

prayer bedirefted in thy ſight as incenſe, and the lifting up of mine 

hands as an evening facrifice, Pſal.141. 2. Secondly, of (giving, 
as the Apoſtle, Lerus therefore by him offer the ſacrifice of x naſe a) 

wayes toGod, thar is, the fruit of the lips, Hebr.13.15, Thirdly, of 
Almes, which is an acceptable ſacrifice,and pleaſing unto God ; as the 
ſame Apoſtle ffirmeth in the very next verſe, viz. 16. And therefore 
S. Paul elie-where callerh an offcring and contritution of the Saints, 
an odour that ſmelleth ſweer, and a pleaſant and acceptable facrifice 
unto God alſo, Phil.4.18. Fourthly, of broken and contrice hearts 
and ſoules unto the Lerd, which, as David faith, are ſacrifices unto 
God, ſuch as he will not deſpiſe, P/al. 5. 17. Andlaſtly, to offer up 
our whole ſoules and bodies to the ſervice of God, as $. Payl cxhor- 
teth, ſaying, I beſeech yon therefore brethren by the mercies of God, 
that you give up your bodies aliving ſacrifice holy and acceptable un- 
to God,which 1s your reaſonable ſerving of God, Rem. 12.1,And after 
we have thus beene Prieſts in off. ring up all theſe pleaſing and acceprz- 
ble facrifices unro God; weſhall in the laft place become Prophets alſo 
io applying that knowledge wee have to the benefit and any” = O= 
thers, 
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others, as S, Peter was commanded, when hee ,was converted himſelfe 
ro (trengthen his brerhren, L»k,22.32. 

And therefore ſeeing wee have all theſe great and ſpeciall benefics 
and bleſſings by this anoynted one Chriſt Jeſus, ler us comforc our 
ſelves, and rejoyce in this name too ; accounting ir the greatelt honour 
uncous, that could befall us, robecalled and tiled Chriſtians accor- 
ding to ir, for what is that elſe but anoynced ones, thar is, men fer a- 
part ard conſecrated to theſe high and honourable offices in the 
Church of God before exprefled. And therefore let us be fure ro car- 
ric our ſelves inour lives and converſations anſ{werable to this name 
by our carefull performance of the former duries, left otherwiſe ir be 
ſaid of usas of the Church of Sardis ; Thou haſt a name that thou li- 
veſt, bur chou art dead, Revel. 3.1. Burif wee walke worthy of this 
name, which we have taken upon us, why then we have great cauſe to 
comfort our (elves and rejoyce in it, as Theodsſews the Emperour did, 
who thanked God more for that hee was a Chriſtian, than tr chat hee 
was an Emperour ; becauſe (as he faid) the glorie which he had by the 
one would vaniſh, but the benefits he enjoyedby the other, hee knew 
would continue for ever : and this ſuthcerh for the two names, as they 
are diſtinguiſhed, firſt Jeſus, then Chriſt, 

One obſervation more from them, as they are conjoyned, and then 
T have done, and thar (tall be this,that Fefiw is an Hebrew, and Chrift 
a Greeke name, which may intimate unco vs, that hee came inco the 
world, as well tobe a light unto the Gentiles, as co be the glorie of 
his peoplelfrael, as old Simeon propheſied of him in his Nunc dimitt is, 
Luk, 2.32. The Greeke name Chrii# belonging ro the Gentiles, and. 
the Hebrew name Jus ro the Jewes : ſo that now all nations may 
challenge an intereſt in the worlds AMefſiar, none excluded, none ex- 
empted : tor the whole world of people were anciently divided, bur 
into theſe two names and nations, of Jzwes and Gentikes. They only 
being termed Jewes, which were of the ſeed of Abrabem ; and all na» 
tionselſe, that derived not their pedigree fromthis line, were called 
and accounted by a more generall name, Gentiles ; as might be plenti- 
fully proved out of many paſſages of the holy Scriptures, if it were a 
thing to be:donbred or queſtioned. Now then (I fay)in that the Meſ- 
ſis being borne of Jewiſh parents a1d kindred, according to the fleſh, 
had yer a Gentile name conferred and beſtowed-upon him, it ſhewes 
plainly (his verie names ſignificantly ſpeaking ſo much) that hee is 
come to be a Saviour and Redeemer uvaro all nations, evento the one 
as well as to the other, rothe Gentile as well as to the Jew, bringing 

| EF. J ſalvation 
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ſalvation with him unto all men, as S. Pawl fpeaketh, Tir.2.11. which 
was verie happie-and welcome newes brought into the world at the 
incarnation and birth of Chrilt : for before this time, the golden ſcep- 
ter of grace was nor ſtretched forth ro all narlons,nor ro all countries, 
nor the Chancerie Court of mercic holden generally in all the world, 
bucin a corner as it were, and in one family or kindred of the Jewes 
alone, ill che fulneſſe of time came, in which this Jeſus Chriſt was 
conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and borre of the Virgine Marie : 

for from the calling-of Abrabam out of Urre of the Caldees, irc 

was onely in that one family, increaſing ſometimes in Canaan, 
ſometimes in Fgypr, ſometimes in the wildernefſe travelling ; and 
Liſt of all, in Cinzan againe ſerrled, where ir grew till it had filled 
indeed that whole land: but yer ſtill it was confined within thar 
nation and people of the Jewes, and within thar lietle Kingdome 
of Canaan ( which was ſcarce an handfull in reſpe& of the whole 
world) whoſe Metropolican Citie was Jeruſalem, the glorie and 
joy for the time of the whole carch ; for there.it plcaſed the grear 
King of heaven and earth ro refide onely, and ro keep his Court : 
therefore is J:rafalem called the Citie of the great King, 1o that in 

ſewrie onely is God rruly knowne and worſhipped at Salem was his 
Tabernacle,and his dwelling at Sior;he place which he had choſenro 
put his name there; d-ring all whichcime theGentiles, char is, all nz- 
tions, except the forelaid Jewesor Iſraclires, were not inany generall 
account the people of God, bur were parted from them with a wall of 
ſeparation, ttrangers & aliens from the Common-wealch of Iſrael, and 
Covenants of Grace made with Abraham onely and his ſeed, ſuffered 
ro live in the (infull ate of their inbred corroprions, to walke in the 
blindneſſe of rheir darkened underſtandings, without the knowledge 
of his Law,wichour all ſaving knowledge of himſelfe,withour Chriſt 
the ground of hope, our of the Church the place of hope, wichour 
the Covenant the reaſon alſo of all our hope and beleeving. <9 mm 
boc mundo, without God in this preſent worlJ, barbarous and bruitiſh, 
both in their minds and manners, as the Apoſtle drawes their chara- 
Cer, Epbeſ. 2.12. 

But Beloved, there was a fulneſſz of time ſet in the determined 
counſell of God, when this particion-wall ſhould be broken downe, 
arid rhey ſhould againe become wtraque nmem, borh Nations ſhould be 
made ons, and the deſpiſed Gentiles, as well as the Jewes, bereceived 
into grace and mercic by a new Covenant : For I will call them my 


people which were nor my people, and her beloved which was nor 
beloved, 
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beloved, faith God by his Prophet, Hoſ.2.23. Yea, the thac 
walked in darknefle have ſcene a great lighr that in the 
Lind of the ſhadow of death, upon them hath che light ſhined, Gich 
another Propher, viz. Eſay 9. 2. and to ſhew what light hee meanes, 
he ſubjoynes within a few verſes after , Tous achild is borne, tousa 
Sonne is given, &c. verſ.6, So that this was from everlaſting decreed, 
that as God divided all Nations ont of one root, the firlt Adam, fo to 
gather chem againe under one head, Chrilt che ſecond Aden : that as 
by that 0n2 man came death over all,by a naturall p_—_—_ ; > 
this one, life and righteouſneſſe might abound to all by a ſpiricu. 
regeneration, 

And the accompliſhment of this decree is nowin theſe dayes and 
times of the Goſpell, wherein our Jeſus Chriſt hath beene conceived 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and borne of the Virgin Marie : for now (as the 
furmer Propher Eſay forerold) may the Gentiles flock and gather unto 
God fromall Coalts and Nations be they never ſo barbarous, never ſo 
ſavaze, the flocks of Kedar, the Rams ot Nebayorh, the Iles and ſhips 
of the Ocean, ſhall bring their ſonnes and daughrers from farre, and 
they ſhall come nighe andday, thick as a cloud, and as Pigeons abour 
their windowes, Eſay 60. For behold now the holy Cicie,new Jeruſa- 
lemis come downe out of Heaven, and the Tabernacle of God is wich 
men (men in generall) and he will dwell with chem, Revel.21.2,3. and 
heaven is after a fort on earth, by the preſcnceof God inhis-Church * 
in the minilterie of the Goſpell, And this Citie of Gadis built foure- 
ſquare, where the great King keeperh his Court of grace with open 
gates nighrand day, cowards the foure coaſts & corners of the world, 
holding forth the golden ſcepter daily, to invite all that will come,%& 
welcome all that doe come, of all kindreds,of all nations whatſoever : 
Which laticude and extent of Chrilts ſaving grace, as ic was well and 
wictily obſerved by S. Cyprian, to be implyed in bis name of che ſe- 
cond Adam ; the Greeke letters whereof doe ſeverally ſignifie all che 
quarters of the earth, as A, Azenan, the Eaſt z &, Aunun, or 3v2%;, the 
Weſt; A, Ag*/&+, rhe North ; M, Minwcue, the Sourh: fo likewiſe 
may ir be raiſed, and that not unficting]y, neither from his ewo uſu- 
all and ordinerie names here ſpoken of in the Creed, 1:1 Chriſt ; 

I:ſme (peaking, hima Saviour to the Jewes, and Chrift Anoynced alſo 
for the Gentiles. 

Well then, to draw rowards an end of this poiat,let us now behold 
how true ic is(ycaandever was, butyetnow ir appearerh more than 


ever) char there is no reſpett of perſons.wich God, bur in everic na- 
tion 
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tion they that feare him, and worke rightcouſneſſe, are accepted with 
him, as S. Peter aid, Ads 10.34,35. torin Jeſus Chriſt, neither cir- 
cumcilion, nor uncircumcilion availeth any thing, bur a new creature: 
T r0s T iriuſque mibi nullo diſcrimine agetur : faichrthe Poer, 
Neither Jew nor Grecian, bond nor free, male nor female, Barbarian 
nor Scythian, bur they areall one in Chritt J:ſus, as S. Pax! faith, Gal. 
3.28, Asthe river Nilus, running bur within his owne ſeven chan- 
nels, moyſtens but his owne banks, and the things that grow thereon ; 
but overflowing the countrey at certaine ſeaſons, makes the whole 
land of Agypr truirfull as the garden of God : fo the flouds of grace 
once flowing, eſpecially within the land of Canaan, made that onely 
the fruicfull land lowing with milke and honey, as the Scripture 
ſpeaketh of ic. But as God once in ſevere judgement and truth, ope- 
n:d the windowes of Heaven, and rained downe a floud, that drow- 
ned and deſtroyed the whole world, except eight perſons, Nob and 
his family : ſo in this laſt age, wherein the everlaſting Goſpell is ſenc 
roall nations, God hath in mercie and truth opeaed the windowes of 
Heaven, once more to raine downe that ſhowre of grace, that ſhall 
fave allthe world, except ſuch as have built themſelves a Babel, and 
encloſed themſelves wilfully withia the wals of their owne works, 
that theſe waters of grace may not come at them ; for ſurely there is 
ſalvation neare all chem that feare him (faith the Scripture) that fal- 
vation may dwell in our land, yea, inall lands that this wide world 
containes, Was there ever then ſach a golden age and world, as the 
Poets conceited anddeſcribed ; 
Flumina jam latte, jam flumina NeQavis ibant, 
Flavaque d+ viridi ſtilabant ilice meNa. 
When as flouds of milke and Neftar flowed ineverie ftreet, in everie 
channel]. Why ſurely ſach have beene the poericall fitionsand con- 
ceics, whereas we have Prophet icall truths, fore-ſpeaking far greater 
happineſfſe under the Goſpell of God, and the Kingdome of Chriſt, 
when Chriſt himſelfe ſhall be the Shepherd of his people, ro lead them 
in the paths of righteouſneſſe, chat he may make them reſt in the freſh 
paſtures by the Mill waters, Pſal.23.1,2. Yea, when with joy all nati- 
ons ſhall draw water out of rhe wels of ſalvation, as Eſay 12.3. And 
therefore for uſe and concluſion, Be joyfull in the Lord all yee lands, 
ſerve him with gladneſſe, and come before his preſence with a ſoug, 
Pſal.100.1, For now we that were no better tFan dogs before, may ar 
the laſt feed on the crums that fall from our Maſters table, and we thar 
have beene ruled but withan iron rod in the time of the Law, = - 
( ake 
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breake all the kingdomes of the carth to powder, have now thegolden 
ſceprer of grace ſtrerched out over us, to guide us thorow the paths 
of rightcouſnefſe in this world,unto the land ofeverlaſting ba 

in the world to come. And therefore let us praiſe the Lord all wee 
Heathens, and fing unto him all we nations, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt, char 
is, the Anoynred Saviour as well ro us Genriles, as to the Jewes, is 
conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and borne of the Virgin Aforie : and 
this ſufficerh for his rewo names Jeſus Chriſt, 

It followeth : His onely Sonne our Lord, Where you ſce, that everie 
good Chriſtian profeffes ro beleeve, how thar Jeſus Chriſt is firſt the 
Sonneof God : ſecondly, his onely Son : and chirdly, our Lord: of 
theſe inorder. And firſt of the firſt, bis Sonze. Firſt, he is the Sonne of 
God, which when you heare,Beloved,you muſt rake heed that you doe 
not underſtand it onely as he was man, conceived by che Holy Ghoſt, 
and borne of the Virgin Aarie ; as followes afterward to be handled 
in the deſcriprion of his manhood, when we ſhall come to thoſe arti- 
cles; for ſo heis uſually tiled che Sonne of man, as well as of God,but 
here he is to be beleeved the Sonne of God from the beginning, before 
ever he became man, or ever man ——_— before the world was. 
A Sonne, Qui nen in temperibus eſſe cepit, ſed ante ſecula ſempiternns, in- 
——_— genitm Fo ſpeakes: Which had nor his 
beginning in tranlitorie and fleeting time,bur was begotren by his F4- 
ther before all worlds, as ic is in the Nicene Creed ; God of God, 
light of light, verie God of verſe God, begotten, not made, being of 
one ſubſtance wich che Father,by whom all things were made,as there 
tollowes : ſothat as the Father is eternall,ſo is the Sonne eternall roo, 
as faith m—_— his Creed. 

Now if any be inquiſitive to know, Owomods aternns eter- 
num, as S. Anguſftine ſpeakes, how one eternall ſhould beger another, 
ſeeing according to our niturall reaſon, that which begers is before 
that which is begotten ; I might anſwer, as in my former Catechiſme 
abour the name of Father, Generationem «jus quis enarrabit ? Who ſhall 
declare his generation ? Eſay 5 2.8. ſeeing rhe —_ thereof are igno- 
rant, and it is unknowneto the Prophets, and therefore, Non a nobie 


diſcutiendum, ſed credendum, as $. Auguſtine : Tt is rather to be belceved, 
than diſputed or inquired into too farre : bur yet becauſe the Lord 
hath given ns many carchly compariſons, toth in his word and works, 
by which wee may make ſome reſemblances, and atraine unto ſome 
glimpſe of knowledge in thoſe things that are heavenly : therefore 
with the ſame Father wee will expreſſe ic, as plainly as wecan to your 

G appre- 


<ccding from the other two, maketh the perſon of the Holy Ghoft on 
e 
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chenfion and conceit, entreating you with him, that if there be 
ps that you cannoe chorowly and plainly n=. 4 ar that yer 
you would beleeve, conſidering, as the Prophet faith, Thar untill you 
beleeve you cannot underſtand, as S. Auguſtine reads it, Eſay 7. 9. In. 
tellefins enins eft merces fidei , as he further faith, Underſtanding is the 
reward of faich: and therefore ſecke not to underſtand , ther thou 
maycſt beleeve; bur beleeve firſt, that thou wayeſt underſtand after- 
ward; Nay, thou ſhale underſtand, if thou firmly beleeveſt, if nor in 
this life, yer in that which is rocome, when thou ſhale ſe face ro face, 
and know as thou art knowne, 

Well then, Quomodo eternys eternam ? fayeſt thou, How doth one 
eternall beger anather ? S. Auguſtine ſhall anſwer for mee, Owoueds 
flumma temporalis gener at lucem temporalem : Even as a temporall flame or 
firedoch beger a rewporall light, where the begotcen light is c | 
io time cothe begerting flame, neicher being before-nor afrer other : 
{o that where there is a fame, you may be bold to fay there is lighr, 
and where you ſee ſuch alighr, there you may be ſure is alſo a flame or 
fre : ſo that, Ex qu incipit flamma, ex illo incipit ex : Looke where the 
flane begins, then alſo the light even at that verie inſtant of time, 
And therefore as S. Auguſtine goes on, Da mibi flammana ſine luce, & ds 
tibi Deum Patrem ſine Filio : Shew mee a flame without lighr, and I 
will beleeve that God the Father may have a time to be withoura 
Sonne, but not elſe ; bur as the light from its verie firſt beginning be- 
gets ſhining, ſo God the Father from all erernitie hath begor this Son, 
which in ſome places of the holy Scripture is called che Word of 
God: Inthe beginning was the Word, and the Word was God, Sc, 
Jeb.1.1. In other places, $:pienti« Patris, The wiſdome of the Father, 
as Lk.11,49. Sometimes ins & potentia Dei,The vertueand power 
of the Lord: other times, Brachinm & fortitudo Domini, The arme 
and{trength of the Lord: and chelike. All which ſhew him to have 
his verie effence and being with and from God, from the verie begir« 
ning of eteryitie, even all rimes, inthis onely to be diſtingui- 
ſhed from che Farther, that the Father is of none, whereasthe Sonne is 
of the Father, and rhe Holy Ghoſt is from them both, being but one 
God, howſocver three perſons: ſo that as learned Mr. Hooker Qirh ; 
The ſubſtance of God, with this propertic robe of none, doth make 
the perlon of the Father, the veric ſelfe-fame ſubſtance in, number, 
wich this propertie tobe of the Father, maketh the perſon of che 
Sonne; the ſameſubſtance havingadded unto ic the propertie of pro 
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that howſoevar in the God-head there be three perſons, yet wee ac- 
knowledge but one God ; for the Father is God, the Sonne God, 
and the Holy Ghoſt God, and yer not three Gods bur one God, as 
Athanaſtns in his Creed : and therefore this one God,howſoever but 
one in ſubſtance and efſence, when hee was to make man, ſeemes ro di- 
Ringuiſh himſelfe into perſons, by ſaying within himfelfe, Ler us 
make man in our image; according to cur likenefſe, Gor. 1.26, in whioh 
words, and thoſe immediately going before, Er droinitatis unites & 
perſonarum pluralitss aperte oftenditur ; The unitie of the God-head and 
pluralitie of perſons is plainly and evidently ſhewne:"For whereas 
the next words before are, And God ſaw that it was good ; he _ 
ſcatly added,faying, Ler us make man, &c. which of a verb of 
the plurall number ro a nonne of the fingular number, ſhewes plainl 
as well a pluralicie of perſons, as ſngularitie of effence in the 
head. And fo likewife doe the rwo nounes of the fingular number, 
image,and Similicude, ſhewevidently, Non in Dev eſſe pher exenaplaria, 
Thar there are not in God more patrternes and ſamples ro be reſembled 
than one, according tothe image and fimilitnde whereof man was 
made ; but adding a pronoune of the plurall number to theſe nounes 
of che ſingular, as our image, and our fimilitude, ir clearely demon- 
ſtrates a pluralicie of perſons, as well as the other did bur one God ; 
tor it there were bur one perſon, asthe heretique Sabelive would in- 
ferre, he had nor faid our image, but mine ; nor our likenefſe,bur only 
my likeneſſe, | | 
The ſame likewiſe,v3z. the pluralirie of perſons in the God-head,is 
further proved in another place of the farne booke of Geneſis,and rhar 
ischap.19. ver{f.24. whereir is faid, Then the Lord rained apon So- 
dome and Gomorrha brimflone and fire from the Lord ont of heaven: / 
now if there were but one perfor in the Godhead, whar Lord ſhould 
this be that ſhould chus rainefire and brimſtone fromthe Lord ; but 
Lord being rwice named, it doth plainly ſhew the Sonne to be hee thar 
rained ; iuaniam 4 Patre genitns, Becauſe he iy begorten of his Father. 
_ II , becauſe heeisnor 4 
Domins _ HM, NOC the Lord bein _—_ bur rhe 
Lordraining trom the Lord, muſt needs be hefrans the Father, 
who 4 40 habet eſſe ab io babet & operari; loske from whom hee hark 
his eſſence, from himalſo heehath his operation , arid therefore ir is 
laid, that by him were all chings made, Toh. 1.3. And yer furcher,, Fgo 
& Paterumum ego, T md my Father are one, faith Chrift himſeſe, 
I-h.,10.30. Andagaine, thisis life eteraall, ro know-rhiee ro be the 
G 2 onely 
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onely true God, and whom thou haſt ſent, Jeſus Chriſt, 7-b,17.3.both 
which places ſhew plainly a pluralicie ot perſons, though bur one 
God. Bur you will ſay, that howſoever theſe places and the like may 
be ſuthcient co prove a Dualitie, or that there are ewo perſons in the 
God-head, as Father and Sonne, yer they doe nor prove a Trinicie, or 
that there are three perſons in the ſame, as we are farther taught ro be- 
leeve ; and rhercfore you defire proote of this alſo, for the berrer 
ſrengehening of your faich in thac point, which Iam content co yeeld 
unto, though ic were more proper when wee fhall come cothac arcicle, 
of beleeving inthe third perſon of this bleſſed Trinitie, that is, the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

Bur if chis be ſufficiently proved, now that labour may be ſpared, 
then hearken theretore for you farther ſatisfaftion in this point, to 
that which followes : when Abrabam fare in his tent doore in the 
plaine of Mamre, in the heat cf the day, iris aid, that the Lord ap- 
peared unto him, and he lifc ap his eyes and looked, and loe three men 
ſtood by him, and when hee ſaw them, hee ran to meer them from the 
tent doore, and bowed himſelfe ro the ground, and he faid ; Lord, if 
T have now found favour in thy ſight, goe nor I pray thee from thy 
ſervant, Gen.18.1,2,3. Here you ſee three appeared, vet Abraham 
ſpeakes but as to one, ſaying, Lord, and thy, and thee, all in the ſingular 
number. Yea, the Text it ſelfe exprefſerh theſe three tobe bur one 
Lord, ſaying, That the Lord appeared, verſ.1, and yet three appeared, 
verſ.2, 

—"Y the Prophet David faich, God even our owne God ſhall 
blefſe us, God ſhall blefle us, and all che ends of the earth ſhall feare 
him, Pſal.67. «lt. where hee names God thrice, to ſhew a Trinitie of 
pcrions, and then concludeth with, All hall feare him,exprefling theſe 
three perſons tobe notwichſtanding but one God. 

Thirdly, the Prophet Eſay, ſpeaking of the Seraphims, prailing the 
Lord fayes, they did ir afrer this manner, ſaying, Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord God of hoſts, the whole world is full of his glorie, E/-.6.3. 
where by crying thrice holy, they demonſtrate a Trinicie of perſons, 
and by ſaying Lord God, and his glorie, in the fiogular number, they 
declare alſo the [Unitie of the ſame. And theſe prootes thall ſerve one 
of rhe Old Teſtament : in the new likewiſe we finde ſundrie to the 
fame purpoſe, and we will begin with S. Pax firſt, who faich, Thar of 
him, track him, and for him, are all things : to him cherefore 
be glorie forever, Amen, Rom.11.ut, where having named him thrice, 
hee hewes the three perſons ; 2 LS Re - © 
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glorie, hee likewiſe manifeſtly reaches bar one God. And againe, hee 
es the Trinicie inanother place verie plainly, though nor the 
LUnitie, viz. when be ſayes, The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the love of God, and che Communion of the Holy Ghoſt be wich you 
all, 2 Cor. 1 3. wir, where the three perſons are exprefſely named, which 
is as muchas we looke for at this time, having plentifully proved the 
Unitic befure. S. Jobnlikewiſe faich, There are three that beare re- 
cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe 
three are one, 1 Job.s 7, where borh Trinitie and [nitie are a 
rently expreſſed : asalſo in the Revelation, IR Lord Gud 
Almightic, which was, and which is, and which is to come, Revel. 4.3, 
Andlaſtly, our Saviour himſelfe likewiſe ro manifeſt the ſame unco 
his Church in after ages,commands his Apoſtles,at his laſt farewel from 
them on earth, ro goe unto all Nations, and to baptiſe them in the 
name ofthe Father, and of the Sonne, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Math. 
2$. 19. which ſhould never have beene done, if thete three Perſons 
had not beene one and the ſame God. Now then to finiſhthis poinrgit + 
ou underſtand theſe chings, giveprziſe and thankes unto God thar 
th made you capable of ſuch high and hidden myſteries, by enabling 
you ſo ro doe, if you doe not underſtand, yer fairhfully beleeve, and ic 
may bea meanes to ſave your ſoules: And in particular forthe preſent . 
Arcicle in hand, beleeve the conferlion of Saint Peter which hee made 
unto Chriſt himſelfe, demanding of his Diſciples who he was, Simon 
Petey anſwered for all the reſt, Thou art Chriit the Son of the living 
God, Aatth,1 6.16. So ſay you every one for himſelfe, I beleeve in Je- 
ſus Chriſt the Son of God. 
The nextcircumſtance is, that he is unicw, his cnely Son; And in 
Yoſos Cbriſt bus only Son : So that he is to be beleeved not onely ro be 
is Son, but his onely Son roo, for thus the holy Scripeures declare 
him, and therefore ic is onr parts ſo tobeleeve him As firſt, where ir 
is faid, The Word was male fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us, and we ſaw 
the glory thereof, as the glory of the only begotten Son of the Father, 
full of prace andcruth, 1b.1.14. And ap aine, No ran hach-ſeene God 
at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the boſome of the Fa- 
ther, he hath declared him, verſe the tenth of the ſame Chapter. Bur 
it Chriſt be Gods only Son,how then are we alſo calted his ſons? will 
you ſay unto me, yea, and the Angels likewiſe are termed his children, 
JIob 1. 6. To which I anſwer, that Chriſt is called Gods only Son, be» 
cauſe hz alone is his Son by nature and crernall generation, and none 
bur he ; whercas the Angels are his ſ onsbur by creativn, as indeed = 
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allthe creatures of the world beſides, and his cleft and chofen children 
by a more ſpeciall grace ofredemprion andadoprion, as iris faid; As 
many as received him, to them he gave power to be the ſons of God, 
even ro them that beleeve in his Name, Db. 1, 12. Andagaine, When 
the fulneſſe of time was cSme, God ſent forth his Son made of a wo- 
man, and ra ſe under the Law, that he might redeeme them which are 
under the Law, that we might receive the adoption of fons, Gu. 4. 4, 
5 verſes. And therefore, as S. Tobn faith, Behold, what love. the Fa- 
ther hath ſhewed on us, that we ſhould be called che ſonnes of Ged, 
1 Toþ.3.1. Sothar, as | fay, we are ſong indeed by grace and adoption, 
bur Chriſt is his only Son by nature and eternall generation, as I faid 
before, and none but he, And therefore wnicus dicitur, quia nec compara- 
tionem recipit cum creaturwe, nec fimilitudinem ; as $, Auguſtine ſpeakerh ; 
He is called Gods only Son, becauſe there is neither compariſon nor 
r-ſemblance berwixt his Son-(hip, and that of rhecrearures : He being 
a Son of Gods owne ſubſtance ; be ex ore altiſiimi prodzvi, I cam? our of 
the mouth of the moſt high, primogenitws, being the firſt borne of all 
creatures, as Bcclws, 24. 5. and wmgenitzr, the only begortren Sonne of 
(God, as before our of Tob.1.18. A Sonrhen begorren,not created,nor 
of grace, but nature ; before, not in rime, as all the creatures are, and 
therefore an onely Son. Hereupon, himſelfe raking his farewell of his 
Diſciples, Ioh.20. ( as M*. Hwn, Sidenbam hath well obſerved) hee 
ſhewes them this zrtervalium and diftancebetweene his generation and 
their adoption,in ſaying, I goe to my Father,and your Father, and to 
my God, and your God ; not to our Father, but co mine and yours, 
This ſeparation implies a diverlicie,and fhewes that God is his Facher 
indeed,bur our Creator;and therefore he addes,my Godand your God; 
mine,by a privilege of nature ; yours, of grace;mine out ofthe wombe 
_ were) of everlaſtingnefle, yours our of the jawes of time. And 
ſeeing Chriſt only is properly and truly Gods Son,and none 
but he, ic may ſerve thus farre ro be a comfort and conſolation unto 
us, yea, andro ſtrengthen ourtruſt in God, inthat the love of God 
hath beene ſo wonderfull, and his mercie ſo unſpeakable towards us,as 
that he hath not ſpared his owne aud his ware Ap for us, as it is ſaid, 
God (o lovedthe world, that hee hath given his onely begorren Son, 
that whoſoever beleeverh in him ſhould nor periſh, bur have everla- 
ſting life, Job. 3.16. ſwfficit pro unico, 
The third and laſt circumſtance is, that he is called our Lord, And 
in Feſms Chriſt bis only Sonne wr Lord : So faith S, Paxltous, There is 
bur one God which is the Father, of whom are all things, and weein 


him, 
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him, and one Lard Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all chings, and wee 
bim, 3 Cor, $. 6. Fr therefore be Qirh of himſelfe ro his Dinicles 
Yeecall me Maſter and Lord, and yee ſay well, for ſo Iam, Iob.13.13, 
For God hath made him both Lord and Chriſt : chis Jeſus whom yee 
have crucified, faith S. Peter, AG, 2.36, Now this is a3 S. Anuguſtine 
ſaich, becan(e Spoliavit antiquo boſtem,ſingulari domino ſua aſciſovt nos,He 
having vanquiſhed «nd overcome our old enemie the Devill, and ſpoi- 
led him of all principality and power, he now rules an reignes over as 
himfelfe, by the power of his Word and holy Spiric,guiding and dire- 
Ring us in all our wayes, and proteing and defending us in all our 
dangers, ſo thar our (piricaall enemies (halt no more he able to pre- 
vaile againſt us. Asalto inregard of our cedemprion, becauſe he hach 
purchaſed us to himlelfe, being before caprivesand [haves of the De- 
vill, and therefore may juſtly challenge a lordſhip and dominion over 
us. And this may ſerve firſt ce comfort us, That hee being our Lord, 
and we abiding under his proce&ion, we need norfeare what any ene- 
mie, whether (piricuall or cemporall, wherker Devill or wicked men 
can doe unto us : For it God be on our fide, who. can be againſt us, 
faich Saint Paul, Rom:.$. 31. And therefore ket as not feare chem which 
can kill onely the body, bur rather feare him which is able co deſtroy 
both body and ſoule in hell ; as ic is ſaid, Aſetth,10.23. And indeed in 
the ſecond p'ace, his Lordſhip over us oughe ro beger 2 fears in us to- 
wards his huly name, according to vhar of the Proghe, K Thea Lord, 
where is my feare, 14/2c.1.6, For howſoever, as he is a Saviour, hee 
moſt rruly deferves our love, yet as hee is Lord both of heaven and 
earth,and Judge both of quicke and deadzhe as jultly requires ourfeare. 
Now both theſe ticles, as yee (ce, are hereaſcribed unto him,and given 
him even in this one Article of our Creed; for as hee is in tais laſt 
clauſe of ic Riled and called our Eord, ſo before hee was called Jeſus 2 
Saviour: here Dominzs, which isnomen M :jeft.z132,a name of feaze and 
Majeitie, there Jeſus which is nomer benignicstis & amoris, a name of 
benignitie and love. This ſhewes him ro be an erernall being, an.la gi- 
ver of being to all his creatures: That that hee is the Authour ofour 
well being, chart had made our ſelves in a miſerable being ; ſo rhac ic 
had beene berter for us never tobe;than robe in ſuch a miſerable eitare 
as cicher we were all by nxture, or they all ſhall be,thar areand hall be 
wirhont this Jefus, this Saviour : wterque bic profitetur & Dominus & 
$atvator; he is here profeſſed ro be both, both Lord and Saviour  «t pro 
pote ſtate qua omni ſue creature domitatur, jure metuendum oſtenderetur, pro 


bonit ate vers qua miſericorditer quoſdam ſalvat digrum dilei# ious demonſtrare- 
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tur 548 S, Auguſtine ſpeakes, 3, e. thatin regard of his power, whereby 
he rules over his mn. it might be ſhewne harkss ought WOr- 
thily co be feared ; and in regard of his goodnefſe, whereby hee faves 
ſome, he mightbe demonſtrated to be worthy likewiſe of all love;bur 
as one faith, Many are willing and readie to embrace Chriſt as Jeſus,to 
ſaverhem, who yer like nor ro have him urged upon them as their 
Lord to governe and command them , ſufficit pro boc atrticwuls, 
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Which was concerved by the Holy Ghoſt, andborne 
of the Virgin Mary. 


= ewo circumſtances of the conception and birth of Chriſt, 
expreſle tothe full che manner how he rooke our humane nature 
upon kim, and became man, for as all mankind is ſo generated and 
brought forth into the world, firſt by conception in the wombe of a 
Mother, and then by produftion and bringing forth from thence, 
according to the rime of life, which che Lord hath appointed by his 
wiſe andall-guiding and governing providence and decree , ſo he be- 
ing to take ourtrue and perfeft humane nature and ſhape upon him, 
char therein he might performe all that righteouſnefſe which the Law 
of God doth require at the hands of mankinde, and fo fatisfie the ri- 
gour of the Law, and the wrath of God in mans perſon, for mans fins, 
according to that firſt promiſe and om bim : The ſeed of the 
Woman ſhall breake | = Serpents fea Gen. 3.15. Therefore it was 
requilite, that afrer the manner of all other perſons and people wha:- 
ſoever, he ſhouldbe ared andproduced into the world, as well 
by conception as by bir that ſo the Enemie of mankinde might have 
nothing ro objeR againſt the juſtice of God, as if true and man 
had not truly and perte&tly fulfilled che whole Law, and fo quir him- 
ſelfe from - Aron of the breach of that firſt Command,ofthe tree of 
knowledge of good and evill, thou ſhalt not ear, for in theday thar 
thou eareſt thereof, thou ſhalt die the death, or ſurely die, Gen. 2. 17, 
Therefore, I ſay, our Saviour Chriſt being to become a perte&t man, 
it behoved him in all chings (fin only excepred) to be made like man, 
as well by conceprion, as by birch from a carn na-urall Mother, 
in regard whereof ir is here ſaid, Hee was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and borne of the Virgin Mary. 

Firſt, 
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49 
Firft, of his — He wat conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, for ſo 
ro 


the Angell Gabriel told Mary his Mother, when ſhe and de« 
fying, How ſhall this be, ſeeing I know nota man? 
Like 1. 34. And the Angell anft in the next verſe, ſaying, The 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the power of the higheſt ſhall 
overſhadow thee : oakes alſorthac holy thing which ſhall be borne 
of thee, ſhall be called che Son of God, ver(.35. Andin S. MMatthewes 
Goſpell ir is aid, Shee was found to be wich Child of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and that which is conceived in her, is of the Holy Ghoſt, Aatth.1.18, 
20, Thar is, faith $. Auguſtine, Crujus conceptionis ſoles author fuit Spiritus 
Sanftus ; of whoſe conceprionthe Holy Ghoſt only was the Author : 
and yer not fo the Author neither, Vt caro ifta formats ſit citrs iterven= 
trm proprie e fſentie F ilii Dei, as Atbanafsns ſpeakes ; as it the fleſh were 
Granad withour the intervention of the proper effence of the Son of 
God. Abfit,e enim eſt mens Pali $ amoſatenſis et reliquorum bereticorum; 
as he goes on : Farre be ic fromus ſo coimagine,this being the minde 
and conceirt of Pazher Samoſatenfir,and other Hererikes : bur we be- 
leeve and ſpeake, ſecundum orthedoxorum dogmatum ret itudinem, xccor- 
ding co the refticude and ſtraightneſſe of the Catholike Teners, that 
the blcfſed Virgin was filled indeed wich the power and vertue of che 
Holy Ghoſt, Tm «t corpms e ins ſanttificaretur, tum ut ſalutarem illum 
fe tum concipere poſits , as well for che ſand fication of her body, as the 
enabling of her ro conceive that ſaving and life ing fruit in her 
wombe, and fo ar the laſt after theſe firring preparations the divine na- 
ture of the Wordit ſelfe, that is, the ſecond perſoninthe ſacred Trini- 
tie deſcended ; Er ibi ſwum tabernacu/um eligens in ea incarnationem aſ< 
ſump ſit ——_ as Athanaſius ſtill : and choofing there the 
place of his relidnce for a time,afſumed his incarnation and manhood 
in her ; ſo that for us men and. for our ſalvation himſelfe came downe 
from heaven,was incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt of the Virgin A{ury,and 
was made man, as the Nicene Creed teacheth; for by the falurarion of 
an Angell, faith $. Gregory, the Word entred the wombe, and ftreighe 
the Word inthe wombe by the working of the Holy Ghoit became 
fleſh ; for if ſhee had conceived by the ordinary way of propayat'ng 
mankind, 3, e. by the carnall knowledge of man, whether Joſeph her 

husband, or any other, why then that which ſhould have beene 
of her, could not have beene wirhour finae, and ſo not capable of the 
Medlatorſhip berwixt God and man, nor of fatisfying the Law and 
wrath of God for man ; but now being made man, not afcer the ordi- 
nary courſe of nature, bur of the — 2 and bloud of his Mo- 
ther, 
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ther , through the miraculous | of the Holy Ghoſt io ber 
wombe, he 1s.ca » of doing all chatbe Trrry 

for by his moſt holy conception, our ir and,conception is 
ſanftified, and hishalindfe of hife ſerves 83 acover to-hide aur mani» 
fold atuall coreuptions from the eyes of God : For, fortheir lakes 
(dich Ohritt) dae{ GnRife my (eltc, that rhey alſo may be fanRified 
through che trath, Job. 27. 19. which thewes chat Chriſts bolineſſe is 
ours ; {© that this is che name whereby wee may call him, The Lord 
our rightcouſneſſe, Gich Feremie, Chap.23.6. Neichet ler it be incredi- 
ble to any (as S. Augaftive ſpeakes ) that be ſhould rake che whole and 
perfe&t nature of man only from his Motherehe Virgin ; Nails ſementi- 
14 caruis origine aperaxte ; Withour any operation or afliftance of carnall 
ſeed, ſeeir'g, char rbe handand power of God wroughtand effected ir 
que primanm nulierem powiit de coſta firmare ; which was able, and did 
make che firſt woman that ever was, only of a rib of the firſt man her 
husband : And therefore he that was thus able ro make a perteR and in- 
tire woman only eur of the fleſh of man, wichour any ocher helpe or 
afliſtance, let us nor doubt, bur ſtedfallly beleeve char hee is as able to 
make a perfe& and intire man only our of the fleſh of woman, that 
he ſhall become as perfe& God, (o likewiſe perfeit man,of areaſonable 
ſoule, and humane fleth ſubliſting, as Atbonofaxs : forif ir be 

(as S. Anguftine faith ) for a wonne to be ingendred and framed a li- 
vying creatnre aut of the mud, or clay, or dirt, or dung, and thelike, 
only by the Suns working, heating and refle&ing upon ic ; then much 
more for the fleſh of Chriſt to bee conceived of the Virgin Aſ.ry, by 
the only overſhadowing, illuſtrating, and ſanftifying power of che 


Holy Ghoſt. 
Hee was conceived of the Holy Gbeſt, 

And here we may take notice of foure manner of births, i.e. wayeg 
or kindes of producing or bringing mankinde into the world. The 
yr onpans tr ur & femi 05 + ny nr a woman, which was 
duſt and clay arc omr Gen.2.7, The ſecond, Devire fine mwliere ; Of 
the man wichout the helpe of weman,and this was Ewe,who was made ' 
only of the ribof man, Ger.2,22, The third, De viro & mulieve; Both 
of man and woman, as we are all ordinarily propagated by carnall ge. 
eration, The fourth and laſt, De mwliere fine viro ; Of the woman 
ao the helpe of man,and this was Chriſt conceived onely by the 

oly Ghoſt. 

Borne of che Virgin May, is the ſecond circumſtance of his hunaa- 
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nice: Firſt borne, ſecondly, of a Virgin; of che firſt, the is 
no more but this, Thar in the rime of travell,according to the 
courſe of nature, he was e intorhe world by a woman cal. 
led Mary, whom the Lord had felefted for that ſe, that his onely 
Son, the ſecond Perſon in the ſacred Trinirie, might take his 
homane fleſh and nature of her, and ſo become that promiſed ſeed of 
the woman which ſhonld breake the Serpents head, ſpoken of before 
our of OS to tharalſo of the Apoſtle; For as mach ay 
the children were partakers of fleſh and bloud, he alſo himſelfe rooke 
part with them,chat he might deſtroy through death, him that had the 
power of dearh, that is, the Devill, Hebr.2.14. For he in no fort rooke 
che Angels nature, burhe tooke the ſeed of Abrabamas there follows, 
verſe 16, Now then, if wee doe once truly and firmly beleeve his 
, thereisno doubr or difticalcie ro bee made concer- 


ning his birrh, becauſe all mankind, after they are conceived in rhe 


wombe, doe by the ordinary courſe of nature in due time of 

rion, 3. e. after nine months ſpace wa birth inco the' world, 
and ſo likewiſe our Saviour Chriſt : onely hence ariſeth a difference, 
and the difficultic, that whereas all ocher morhers, after they have orice 
conceived wich childe, ceaſero be, and ro be accourited z the 
Mother of Chriſt continued what ſhee was before, a Virgin ſtill, yea, 
and ſo remained umo herlives end : are nary of the 
Virgin Mary. Whereupon S. A faich, He thar came ro revue 
the c and — mankinde, novant legert 
voheit babere naſcendi, would be borne aftera new and unuſual] mariner : 
Tus enimmon erat ut Virgutis violereter integritas per Chriſti adventum qui 
_—_— Ic being not meet that he which came to heale 
that which was cortupted and broken,ſhould by his faid comming vio« 
lare and breake rhat which was whole, 3, e: che virginitie and in 
—_ _ his pms mer ewes" and _— 
mined of herrhar (he was 2 Virgin,ante partuent, izr parte, wmv 
herkercten, tte tv cutter warell, © wes even 


to her dying day, a#T' ſaid before. 
—+ oy br ſr reavell,co fallifttiae le which had foretold 


that a Virgitt ſhould 'comcetverand beare a ; and thar his name 

ſhould be called Enurnnel,-which is, God with us, Eſay +. 15, which 

name agrees with notebur our Saviour Chriſt, which was both God 

and mat; and therefore the aid prophecieisfaid co be fulfilled in him, 
Matth:1 27. 

Sec - in hercravell, char hewhich wasborne'of her migher be 

H 2 without 
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wichour fin, for all others muſt ſay as David, Behold, I was borne in 
fin, and in iniquity hath my mother conceived mee, Pſal. 51.5. Onely 
the Mocher of Chcilt, becauſe (hee had conceived withour the carnall 
knowledye of man, mighc lay, as S. Auguſtine makes ker to ſpeake, 
Oui natw de ventre meo me mat. em diniſit intatam ; He that is borne of 
mee, hath indeed made mee a Mother, bur yer he hath left me wichour 
any uncleane touch of carnall concagion or contamination : Mt imple- 
vit ventrem men divinitate,& nteryum menm non evacuavit caſtitate : $9 
that howlvever he have filled me with his DiviniticFer hee hath nor 
robbed or ſpoiled me of my chaſticie z Sola impregnata, nec vitiata, exo- 
werata, nec vicuats; bur I, T only, of all che women in the world, have 
beene found wich childe,wichourd- I delivered ofa child, 
wichour defiling, becauſe as the Angell Gabrie,, Paranimpbus Chriſti, 
the Paranimph of Chriſt, as Saint Augyſtine ſtiles him, ſaluted me : I . 
have bcene freely beloved, and rhe Lordf hach beene wich me, fo that 1 
am blef] d amongſt women, Luke 1. 28, Now then, as the ſame holy 
Father ſtill (peakes,Conſid:rs conceptuns tuumybeata virge,'$ expaveſeo: in= 
turor partum, contremiſco:adore filum tuum,& reviviſco ; When I conſi- 
der thy conception, O bleſſed Virgin, I am aſtoniſhe : when I behold 
thy delivery, [ ftand amazed ; bat when I come to adore thy Son, I am 
revived, ſceing he that at the firſt created thee, hath honoured thee fo 
farreas tobe borne of thee ; Borze of the Virgin Mary : And as ſhee was 
a Virgin before, and in her eravell, 6 foes afrer, even to her lives 
end, Pofterior enim concupiſcentia mini jorks virginizatis : For 
her > 4 par Cr camall longings, if ſkee had any, would 
have diminiſhed the credit and beleefe of her former virginiciez and 
indeed it was not meet that the only Son of God, that was borne of a 
Virgin and without fin, ſhould come afterward to have had a carnall 
brotherhood, which muſt needs have been conceived in fin, w® mighr 
have fallen our, if ſhee had hadcarnall knowledge afterwards of her 
husband Foſeph. And therefore Jovinianw, Helvidewe, and all Hereticks 
of that ftraine, which have ſo affirmed, are ro be deteſted and. avoided 
for many reaſons. Firſt, becauſe it would have derogated trom che per-= 
fefion of Chriſt to have had ſuch brethren, who as he was the onely 
begotten Son of his Father in heaven ; ſo was it meer that hee ſhould 
be the only $.-n of his Mother here oncarth, Secondly, becauſe Mary 
inthe after carnall knowlcdge of. her husband Toſepb ſhould have done 
wrong and injury to the Holy Ghoſt; Cujws ſacrariuem fit utrrwm virgi= 
nis; Whoſe virgin woumbe had beene ſantified and conſecrated y, 

c 


him, as it were, untorhe Lord, and therefore oughenot co be = 
er 
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Per virilem commixtionem, by any uncleane touch and commixture of 
man. Thirdly, becauſe (hee would have beene thoughe very unthank- 
fulland ungracefull unto God, if ſhee had not beene contented with 
facha Son. Fourthly,.and laſtly , becauſe it would have __ r00 
reat a preſumprien in Toſepb, $; pollnere attentaret virginem ; It hee 
ſhould _ offered once aha niegiodt of her, of whom the 
Lord was borne : and therefore there is nodoubt but wee may 
hold and beleeve ker a Virgin as well after,as in and before her travel, 
and ſay, T beleeve zm Teſus Chriſt conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and borne of the 
Virgin Mary:tor as a Star ſends forth irs beame withour any derrimer, 
or corruption to ir ſelfe; Sic virge Filium Chriſlum, as Bernard ſpeaks : 
So might the Virgin Afary her Son Chriſt wirkour any wrong to her 
ow 6 — - - w_ alfo 6s by many _—_— _ a 
Scriptures an of God, applying ſome mylti 0 
the fn the conception and birch of Chriſt:of this bleſſed Virgin, 
Racbns Moſaicns v "ge. Aaronica;vellus Gedemnis,clanſa Ezechielis porta ir- 
inem parituram fine detrimento virginitati [ue de ; faich one: Moſes 
aſh thar burned and was not conſumed, — jay 2. Aarons rod ih 


budded and bloſſomed, and bare ripe Almonds, when it was withered 


and drie, Nwumb.17.8, Gedeons fleece that was full of dew, that one 
might wring it when all the earth was drie befides, I«dg.6. 38. And 
Exzekgels gate which was ſhur, ſo that noge ſhould enter by ir, becauſe 
the Lord God of- Iſrael had entred by ir, Ezech. 44.2. doe all in ſome 
ſort or other expreſſe the conception and birth of the Sonne of God, 


wichour any detriment to the virginicie of his Mother :and indeed the - 


laſt of theſe Ezekjelr ſhut gate, is neatly applied by S. Auguſtine higt- 
ſelte in hiseighteenth Sermon De tempere, to this purpole, where hee 
faith, Qwid e __ domo Domini jo; __—_ Maris ſemper erit 
inte a, &c.What is meant by the gate in the houſe of the Lord, which 
is alwayes (bur, bur only this that t os Afary ſhall ever remaine 
untouch'c and undefited : Er quideſt q 

ia Toſeph non cognovit ezm ; And what is meant by that, 
foal encer by ir,bur chis,that her husband Toſepb ſhall notcarnally know 
her :. Er quid eft quod D minus ſolus intrat & egredietur. per eam niſi qv 
Spiritus $ infFus impregnwvit eam, And whatby thar,that the LordGod 


of Iſrael only (hall goe in and our therear, but chis,thar ſhee bach con- - 


ceived by the Holy Ghoſt: Er quid oft clawſa erit in aternumgiſi quis eris 


Maria virge,ante partum,in partu,peſt partum : And what by this, that it - 
ſhall be (hu: for ever ; bur this, that ry 4 be'a Virgin before, in, , 
3 


and after her delivery of her ſaid uo 


m—— cam niſs 


no man . 


ft Jeſus, as 1 lid befare In. 
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ſo much as ſhe may ſay of her ſelfe, as he goes on, Ports folFs furs corls, 
Janua fait ſum filis Di : Tam made the gate of heaven, and amr be- 
come a doore to the Sonne of God, becauſe hee vouchſafes to goe in 
and ont by mee, and that withour either 0 or ſhurring of my 
— womb, whereby my virginicie ſhould be impaired in the lealt 
a8 after his reſurrection heeencred in among the midſt of his 
Dies when thedoores were faſt ſhut, Job.20.19. And therefore 
we need nor feare to beleeve him borne oft Virgin Arie, 

And thus you _—— how wg tes Sonne of God rooke 
our humane nature perfe&tly, and en upon him, and {6 
became alſo the RE : firlt by bei —— and then 
borne of the Virgin Aarie, which howſoever I it may leeme ſtrange 
[and almoſt miraculous unto us, yet to God rhat did worke ir, it was 
both facile and eafte; for that God that hath written wondrous things 
in his Law, is able alſo to worke wondrous things for us in his Go- 
ſpell ; Druid antem ſunt mirabilia niſt que hominibm ſunt impeſſibilis : 

ſtine, = what _— pray you,is wonderfull,bur chat which ſeemes 
tous i or example, the verie writing of the Law in Ta- 
bles of { wand wo ficring inſtruments, is ir ſelte a verie wonder of 
the Law. A z the carths y bread in the wilderneſſe, with- 
ourcither or ſowing,as 16:15, is another wonder of the 
ſame. And thirdly, Aarens rod x1 re which having beene 
withered many yeares, as S. 5 a nningrto revive with- 
out water, to flouriſh in —- annbr-4p and to bring forth nursor 
when it was info under the drie roofe of an houſe, is a 
third wonder alſo of the Law of God. Now then (asS, Augrftine ap- 
plyes ir) if wee have read theſe things in Gods Law, why doe wee nor 
underſtand them and beleeve chem, when we ſeethem, orthe verie like 
Is and performed, even to our comfort and conſolation in 
and — : for hee that writthe ſtony Ta- 
be wh raniron pen,  powerand vill could cauſe the 
Ls Marie m_—__ by childe by the Holy Ghoſt, without 
the help of man. And he ther trough fond tlecat th the wildemeſfe, 
withour breaking and plowing up the earth, was able alſo ro bringa 
Sonne from the- wombe of the Virgin, withour violatingor wrong- 
ing her virginitie, And hee-chat cauſed the drierod to bud and bloF- 
ſome,and the like, withour moyſture ; Tpſe fecit filian David ſine ſemine 
grnerave : : He made this daughter of the houſe Davidto bring forch 
this blefſed fruir of her wombe, even wirhopr ſeed. 


And therefore doube nor, bu ſtedfaftly 'beleeve thar Chriſt wayan 
entire 


P— —_—— — 
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man, howſoever he was not conceived, nor borne 
after the uſuall and ordinarie manner of bringing mankinde intothe 
world ; but cenceived of the Haly Ghoſt, and of the 
Adarie: for chis birch of his, after manner, ſhewes him to be 
indeed hee was, and what hee ought to be, ſeeing hee came robe a 
Mediatour berwixt God and us, v1z. it ſhewes himto be both God 
and man: for in that he was borne and took fleſh ofa woman, icſhewes 
him ro be true man: but lnthathe was borne of a Virgin, Se Dewm do- 
cet, qui partns Denm decet , as S. Ambroſe {peakes ; Tr him to be 
likewiſe God, warn becomes noneburt the Sonne of God. 
And indeed there are many reaſons, why Chriſt ſhonld be borne of a 
Virgina ; as firſt, for the honour and dignitie of God the 
Pater ſenc him, > hu ighebe fs Father onearch, 
that was his —_—_ in heaven: any Ar faith S. Auguſtine, Non 
STI ziſi matrem in terya, quod jam babebat in cob : 
y for a mother on ſe he had a Father be- - 
re in heaven. > Dont for the honour alſo of the Son himlelfe thar 
wan rho cate mag edt Godfroen the ſo he 
ight be che Sonne of Godco the end. Now as the Word is concei- 
without any of the heart from whence ic doh pro- 
ſo ought he ro be wichour any corruprion of his mother, Third- 
Iy, r the greater credit of his humane nature, in which there oughe 
not 50 be the leaſt Raine of lnne, ſeeing hee came to farisfie Gods 
wrathfor mans fanne, which couldnorhave beene efſtted by any 0- 
therbirch than onely of a pure Virgin. Fourthly and laſtly, for the 
end of his incarnation, which _ teand beget men anew 
unto the Lord, that {o as receive him, might have 
given them to become » the ſonnes of God : but how, not 
by tin borne of bloud, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will 


man, bur ad 1ob.1.12,13. 
beger virgin * 


eatire and 


you more hee,to the intenc hee might 
members to be of the —————_—— thatis, 


and glorious Church or having {j corurs 
was himiclfe to be borne of a + 70-wg and 
may ſafely fay and beleeve, that howloever hee were the nacly 


Somne of God, begorren ms rulers thatalſo intime hee was 
borne man of the Virgin Adarie : heres S. Auguſtine ſpeakes, 
ayer a7 Anteamagrabes, ry ur" 
her, radix onninn de virgy/to je __ PT 

efficitur ; Cn The ot its © oy 
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and the root of all things is ſprung from irs owne ſprig or ſien, the 
great fountaine is riſen fromits owne rivaler, and the Creator of all 
things is borne of his owne creature : and 4faria is become T heotoces 
Deipara, or Dei genetriz, that is, the Mother of God, as V incentins Liri- 
nenſis [tiles ber, according alſo to certaine old Engliſh verſes, which I 
have read to that purpoſe: 


A virgin and a mother beares a Sonne, 
The creature her Creator on her knee ; 
From all beginnings, yer but now begun 
Servant to time, Lord of eternitle : = 
Earths weaknefſe, and heav'ns pow'r in himdoe dwell, 


Which is both God and man, L 


And againe : Quiregit ſjdera, ſugit bers. 
Who fits in heav'n upon his Throne of State, 
Sucks here on earth the milke of infancie : 
Who rules the ſtars, and guides the ſterne of fate, 
Suſtaines the yoake _— _— 
Kars,drinks, wakes, ({l:epes, and weepes as mortall 
In whomimmortall happinctle began. _ 


For as in the firſt creation of mankinde, man was created after the 
___ fimilirude of God : ſo in the reſticution and repairing of 
the mankinde againe after his fall, it was requifice that 
ſhould be made after the image and fimilicude of man, that ſo.he mighr 
be a fir Mediatour unto God for man, nat as God: for ſo hee ls able by 
his owne authoririe, to take away and forgive fins, according to thar, 
Who can forgive fins but God onely ? bur as man, that ſo hee mighr 
pw for mans offences, in _ — _—_— _ and 
offence began , as the A peaketh ; ſenc is Sonne 
made of a woman, and ——— Law, that ſo he might redeeme 
thoſe that were under the Law, G.4.4,5. which hee could not have 
done, if hee had not taken the verie nature of man upon him; and 
cherefore was he in no wiſe to take the Angels nature upon him, bar 
onely the ſeed of Abrahom, as I rold you ,our of Heb.2.16. ais 
Angelus nullum babnit conſort um curs homine qui peccaverat : Becauſe 
Angels had ne focietie or fellowſhip with that nature of man which 

cranſgrefſed ; neither was the whole Angelicall nature lapſed and 
fallen as mans was, bur onely in part : for though ſome fell, —_— 
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abade Gedfaſt, and axe fo eftabliſhed for cver, Thirdly, becauſe the © 


Angels fell of rhemſelves, by theis owne proper and malice, 
wichout any inticement, or externall provocatiog of another ; hut 
man fe]! through infirmicie, and by the (ubcill ſaggeſtian and allure» 
ment of the ſerpent, the inſtrumene of S4ian ; rherefure was ic mees 
that the Sopne of God ſhould be made the Sqnne of man, that {a hae 
mighr bea Mediatour berwixt God and man ; God chat hee 
might ſatisfie, & man chat he mighs ſuftes : Nam f bane uan viciſſetants 
mijcun bamizitguen jute vitius efſet #luices : laich Frenes: : F as willefle 
wan had overcome rhe enemie of man, he had not beene jultly vanqui- 
ſhed. Now paſterivs debet redusi ad perfittionem par id quad prix et in eo- 
dem genere : as lay the Logicians : Thar which is lazter cannot be re- 
duced co perfettion, bur onely by thas which was before in the ſame 
kinde. And therefore, that God may redeeme man, God muſt become 
man, that ſo we may be made the adopred ſonnes of God ; Per enm qui 
naturalu Of by him that is his ſonne by nature: and as by a man 
came our death, ſo by a man alſo might cume our reſurreftion from the 
dead, as S. Paxl faith, 1 Cor.15, 

And thus have you atlarge heard related and dilated unto you, how 
in the incarnatian and birth of Chill, Gods by being 
conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and borne of the Virgin Xfarie, who at 
though he be God and man, yet he is not two but one Chrilt, one not 
by converſion of the Gadhegd into fleſhybyrþy raking of che manhood 
into God ; one altogether not by confulion of ſubſtance,burby unitie 
of perſon: as Athansfius, Which is likewiſe well expreſſed by Vincer- 
tis Lirinenſis when he fayes thatin T rinitate there is alins atque alins, 


non alind atque alind ; but in Chuilt there is alind 2 Ea Cent gn 
lies : that i anche WIS Beled Tein: a diveriitie of perſons, 
as God the Father, God the Sonne, God the Holy Ghoſt ; bur nor a 
diverfitie of things, natures, ſubſtances, becauſe they are all bur one 
God: ſoin Chriſt on the other fide there is adiveriitie of ehings, ra- 
rures, ſubſtaaces, as Deitie and humanitie ; but nor of perſons, be- 
cauſe theſe rwo natures are become bur one perſon in him, Sicwt is ho- 
mine aliud care, & alind anima, ſed wnns idemque bomo arima & cars : as 
hee goes on. Which our Liturgie ſhall tranſlate; As the reaſonable 
ſoule and fleſh is one man, ſo God and manis one Chriſt ; which ex- 
ample of rwo diſtin& natures ſubſtances ſpirituall and 

ſoule and body concurring, to the compolition of one whole and en- 
tire perſon, Man doth (o tally exprefle ro my underſtanding the man 


Qcr of the union of the two natures, God-head and manhood in one 
as I Chriſt, - 


4. th ET Ee 


Chi gar the mate ad ullowel pc being lord 
of untrwens/ conceive the other. And therefore 

ANNE of itz bur only din Goorcon 
of his Arle) tha may ſo and ſtedfaſtly beleeve in 
che oe at, ane Sonnet che beſſed that as hee of her 
hath taken our narure upon him, and is become the ſonne of man; fo 
we by him may be fo renewed in ſoule and ſpirit, as that wee may be- 
come the ſonnes of God, and as members of that body, w he is 
the head, may aſcend with himour elder brother inco the 1and of the 
living, w hee is aſcended with our fleſh and humane nature be- 

fore us, to provide and erernall manfions for us, Which 
the Lord of his infinite goodnefſe vouchfate to 
grant us, even for the ſame Jeſus 
Amen, 


